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Peace 


By Elsie K. Wells 


Peace from him who is and who was and who 
is to come. — Revelation 1: 4. 
ARKNESS gathering, turmoil, doubt, 
Satan’s inroads all about, 
Scoffers railing, 
Men’s hearts failing, 
Battles sore, within, without — 
But, Peace! — Because He is / 


Calvary’s darkness, a cross, a cry! 

A risen Saviour gone on high, 

Satan defeating, 

Redemption completing, 

The sinner freed, redeemed, brought nigh — * 
And Peace! — Because He was !/ 


Darkness preceding the flush of dawn, 
Pregnant with hope of the Coming One, 
Whose own, preparing, 

His sufferings sharing, 

Await the light of a new day begun — 
So Peace ! — Because He is to come / 


ve 
The Earthquake 


While earthquakes bring disaster and 
tragedy, they can always be channels of 
God’s blessing to those who are willing to 
be blessed. There was “a great earth- 
quake” when the Lord rose from the dead. 
Another “great 2arthquake” brought good 
news to Paul and Silzs in prison, and was 
the occasion of salvation to the entire 
household of the Philippian jailor. There 
can be no doubt that God's people in South- 
ern California, of whom there are multi- 
tudes, have already found rich blessings in 
the midst of, and because of, the terrible 
earthquake of March 10. A’ few days be- 
fore this issue of the Times was closed, 
a welcome telegram from Los Angeles 
brought the news that none of the many 
personal friends of the Times had suffered 
injury, and also that the Bible Institute 


building, while violently shaken, was prac- 
tically intact. At this writing twenty-nine 
cities in Southern California are reported 
as having been seriously damaged; 118 per- 


sons are reported dead, and about 5,000. 


injured. World-wide sympathy is felt for 
the sufferers, and King George gave touch- 
ing expression to this in a cablegram to 
President Roosevelt. Thousands attended 
Sunday services of worship i in the open air 
in the stricken communities, and relief work 
began immediately. . Let us, pray. for, God’s 


loving comfort and provision for the needy . 


and stricken ones, and’ that the very dis- 
aster may open many hearts. to the, Gospel 
and to all the blessing that God. longs. to 
bestow in times. of -affliction, - 


OO fote's 
Is Man Bound to Win? 

Man likes to talk about his “uncon- 
querable soul.” Civilization may have its 
setbacks, but, we are told, it moves onward 
and upward nevertheless. There is a touch 
of affectionate admiration in the repeated 
reminder that Britain always “muddles 
through,” somehow, and always will. 
Other nations count confidently on doing 
the same. But all this human reasoning 
leaves out God, and leaves out sin, and 


closes its eyes to the hopeless and helpless 
condition of man when left to himself. The 


present business depression has startled peo- 
ple into a new realization of facts; yet even 
now we are assured that this. depression 
is not different from the many that have 
preceded it, and everything is bound to 
come out all right. The Sun Life As- 
surance Company of Canada, doing an 
enormous business throughout North Amer- 
i¢a, has recently made a significant state- 
ment in its sixty-second annual report. It 
notes that the years 1929-1933 have marked 
the most severe business depression the 
world has known in the last one hundred 
years, the downward movement being four 
times greater than any other in history, 
“Previous depressions lasted on an average 
of but twenty months, This depression has 


lasted for exactly twice that time, or by # 


years and four months.” So it is not lik 
all earlier ‘financial: experiences, — which, 
something to think about. Nor wa 
World War like all earlier war 
are happening today that 
before. What does this@ime : 
other things, it means thaf! reas- 
ingly a failure. Only comf ighorance 
can deny this; intelligence, "and the Word 
of God, agree in declaring it. It means 
that the end of the age, and of man-made 
civilizations, is near at hand, to be con- 
summated by the Lord’s return. “And 
when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.” 


% 


The Chariot of God 


become dry and parched. The grass, 

grain, and all vegetation had begun to 
suffer for lack of moisture. The leaves 
of corn had begun to roll up and wither. 
Then the atmosphere began to grow sultry. 
The air became heavy, grew hotter and 
hotter. Not a cool place could be found. 
Even basements became warm. No relief 
was to be had from the oppressive rays of 
the scorching sun and from the burning 
heat that seemed to rise from the dry earth 
and strike one in the face. People sighed 
for relief. 

Then a darkening of the lower western 
skies, followed by the rising of dark clouds, 
gave the first promise of coming relief. 
The clouds grew blacker and more dense; 
finally they broke upon the hot, parched 
earth with torrents of cooling rain that 
brought relief to man and beast and re- 
freshed all vegetation. Of what immense 
value were those threatening clouds that 
seemed to portend danger and destruction! 
They looked angry and intimidating as 
they rolled up in the western sky, but they 


[: HAD been very hot. The ground had 


carried in their bosom the blessing of re- ‘ 
freshing showers. 

The cloud is the vehicle by which God 
transports the water of the seas to the dry 
land many miles distant. In the Book of 
Job, God plies Job with unanswerable 
questions, and one of them is this: “Where 
wast thou when I... shut up the sea with 
doors, . . . when I made the cloud the gar- 
ment thereof?” In another chapter the 
inspired writer declares that God “bindeth 
up the waters in his thick clouds.” How 
wonderful are the works of the Creator, 
Jehovah God! The Psalmist says, address- 
ing himself to God in a hymn of thanks- 
giving, “Thy paths drop fatness.” But 
how? “Thou visitest the earth, and water- 
est it: thou greatly enrichest it with the 
river of God, which is full of water . 
thou waterest the ridges thereof abun- 
dantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: 
thou makest it soft with showers: thou 
blessest the springing thereof.” 

The goodness of Ged in things temporal 
and physical is not sufficiently recognized; 
in fact, it is colossally ignored by the mass 
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of careless, thoughtless, thankless humanity. 
No rational human being ought ever to eat 
a*bite of food from the table before him 
without offering sincere thanks to the Cre- 
ator for His goodness in providing it. Let 
God withheld his clouds as the carriers of 
rain, and we perish! 

Two other Scripture passages (Psa. 18: 
11, and 104:3) tell us that God “made 
darkness his secret place; his pavilion round 
about him were dark waters and thick 
clouds of the skies”; he “maketh the clouds 
his chariot.” | 

We are living in days when, typically 
speaking, the skies’ are overspread: with 
threatening clouds for most of us — clouds 
of suffering, need, poverty, distress, trial, 
temptation; clouds that threaten disaster, 
even destruction and death: Many behold 
these clouds with apprehension. Others 
begin to worry and fret. Still others allow 
themselves to be driven almost to despera- 
tion. This is true even of- Christians, those 
who have become children of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Yet the Christian is 
in a position to understand many things of 
spiritual significance which to the man of 
the world seem foolishness. 

.But one must sadly admit that God’s own 


people often fail to perceive the meaning - 


of many of the providences of God, and 
become alarmed when some: threatening 


cloud comes over their sky. -At once they - 


assume that the sun has quit shining so 
far as they are concerned. ‘They become 
- ful] of fear and dismay. And then: the 


enemy “@f_ souls takes advantage of their - 


fear and daubt, and fills their hearts .with 


consternation\and alarm. Day by day they - 


live in mental and spiritual distress, for- 
getting that God “made darkness his secret 
place”; that “his pavilion round about him 
were dark- waters and thick clouds”; that 
he “maketh the clouds his chariots.” 

‘For there are rich treasures of. eternal 
value given only to those who enter the 
dark places where God dwelts in secret. 

Those who, “by reason of use have their 
senses exercised,” and who have learned to 
count upon the unfailing faithfulness of 
God, know that God comes to us in the 
clouds, even as he said to Moses, “I come 
unto thee in a thick cloud.” Such saints 
have become the joyful possessors of the 
“treasures of darkness, and hidden riches 
of secret places.” 

God has some precious secrets which he 
longs to reveal, but which can be mani- 
fested only in the secret places of dark- 
ness, where all is shut out but himself and 
you. He wants-to unveil to you some hid- 
den treasures of grace, radiant with the 
foregleams of glory, so he allows the cloud 
to. overshadow your life for a time, that 
its precious treasures may be outpoured 
upon your needy life. The cloud that just 
now hovers over your life may seem threat- 
ening and ominous, but the other side of 
it is radiant with the glory of the Father, 


Editor’s Note.—This unusual and timely mes- 
sage of comfort was broadcast over the sadio 
at Portlard, Ore., Station KWJJ, by Ezra S. 
Gerig, Superintendent of the Union Gospel Mis- 
sion there. Mr. Gerig arranged a Victorious 
Life Conference conducted by the Editor of 
the Times last summer in Portland, and is 
arranging a similar conference for this summer, 
July 12-19. This message, “The Chariot of 
God,” with several other radio addresses by 
Mr.. Gerig, may be had in booklet form for 
25 cents by addressing Union Gospel Mission, 
3 North Third. Street, Portland, Ore. 
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and concealed in it are blessings of grace 
that God could not transport into your soul 


in any other way. “He maketh the clouds 


his chariot.” 

The cloud of darkness and sore trial 
that veils your sky may have brought into 
your heart a sense of aching loneliness. It 
has veiled God’s face, and you are tempted 
to think he has forsaken you. Beloved 
tried heart, do not be afraid of that cloud! 
God is in the cloud. He is saying to you, 
“I will come unto thee in a thick cloud.” 
It is the secret pavilion that enshrouds 
him. “He made darkness his secret place; 
his pavilion round about him were dark 
waters and thick clouds.” 

Enter the dark cloud of sorrow trust- 
fully, and yor will find waiting there the 
God of all comfort to pour into your bleed- 
ing heart the healing balm of his loving 
consolation. 

Enter the cloud of suffering, and you 
will find awaiting you there the Great 
Physician to administer his tender mercies 
and relieve your suffering, and, within the 
sacred province of his sovereign and loving 
will, he may grant you his healing touch, 
bringing you life and health again. But 
in that cloud, whatever the outcome, you 
may learn to know the loving heart of 
your heavenly Father in its tender compas- 
sion as you had never known it before. 

Enter the cloud of distressing temporal 


need, and there awaits you the fresh rev-_ 


elation of the unfailing care of the heavenly 
Father, “who knoweth what things ye have 
need of,” and who has both the ability 
and willingness to supply your need. He 
will not bestow a year’s supply at once. 
He may grant you but a day’s supply, that 
he may have the privilege of ministering 
to your necessities the more frequently and 
thus develop within you a growing. sense 
of your own helplessness and utter depend- 
ence upon him, and that he may teach you 
by his repeated ministrations of love that 
“he abideth faithful,” and is worthy of your 
confidence and simple trust. 

This cloud of need that now darkens the 
sky of your life may hold for you the 
hidden treasure of full deliverance from 
the burden of fear and anxiety in the face 
of overwhelming temporal need. There 
will burst from within that angry-looking 
cloud upon the vision of faith a glorious 
revelation of the “God who is enough” for 
every need, and an experience of his own 
provision of supply that will make the ex- 
perience a thousandfold worth while, and 
that ‘will greatly increase your spiritual 
ministry to others. 

If you trustfully rest in the faithfulness 
of God in these days of darkness and test- 
ing, when at last the clouds have lifted 
and dropped their cargo of spiritual bless- 
ing upon your yielded life, you will ex- 
claim, as David said after such an experi- 
ence: “Thou hast enlarged me when I[ 
was in distress”; “In the day of my calam- 
ity ...the Lord was my stay. He brought 
me forth also into a large place; he de- 
livered me, because he delighted in me.” 

Behind every dark cloud is the loving 
Father who delights in his own, and who 
fashions every cloud with infinite skill that 
it may carry into the life of his trusting 
child the greatest possible treasures - of 
grace. Do not be afraid to draw “near 
unto the thick darkness where God” is. 
“Think it not strange concerning the fiery 
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trial whichis to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: BUT RE- 
Joice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 


Christ’s sufferings.” Let us not fear the . 


hidden mysteries of God’s providences. Let 
us willingly accept what we cannot under- 
stand, and wait patiently ; and’ in God’s own 
time, when our heart has been prepared 
for the outburst of blessing, the cloud will 


pour forth its secret contents, the mysteries: 
will be made plain, and our heart will be. 


filled with unspeakable. gratitude for the 
thick darkness that enshrouded us and for 


every cloud that veiled God’s face for a 


time. For “God maketh the clouds his 
chariots.” 
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The Electric Crane's Easter Sermon 


I have in my possession a page from THE 
Sunpay ScHuoot Times of March 16, 
1918, with an article by Dr. William L. 


Pettingill entitled, “The Big Electric Crane’s 


Easter Sermon.” Just this one page came 
to me from a friend thirteen hundred miles 
away, at a time when the Lord knew I was 
very hungry for something that would sat- 
isfy a d hunger for rt knew not what, 
but.something by. which I might learn to 
know God better than I ever had during 
the eighteen years in which I had been a 
saved sinner and a church member. 

I had heard, as a young child, my mother 
and father discuss the second coming of 
Christ, but it was a faint memory: 

However, as I read Dr. Pettingill’s ar- 
ticle, how it did fan into a mighty flame 
the hitherto unexplained hunger which, after 
reading the article, I knew to be a hunger 
for Christ himself, as he could be revealed 
to me through the Holy Spirit. 

It really was the means of a wonderful 
blessing in my life. 

I have wondered if- you could. publish this 
article again in your. valuable paper for 
those who have never read it.—A Manitoba 
reader. 


The Easter sermon by the electric crane 
came to Dr. Pettingill at the time of a visit, 
years ago, at the great steel manufacturing 
plant of the Lukens Iron and ‘Steel Com- 
pany at Coatesville, Pa. An officer of, the 
company at that time is the well-known 
Christian layman and evangelistic worker 
Mr. Charles L. Huston, an intimate friend 
of Dr. Pettingill’s and of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times. The article was a very 
remarkable “parable” or illustration of 
what will occur on earth at the time of the 
“rapture” of the Church at the Second 
Coming of Christ. It will be republished 
in next week’s issue of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, which is the Easter Num- 
ber, and the editors are sure it will again 
bring a blessing to many readers. 
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How Should Christians Draw Their 
Wills in View of the Lord's Return? 


You might let us hear in the Times what 
you would suggest might be the Lord’s 
wish for those who may have some of his 
“talents” in business, in view of his near 
coming. “Qccupy till I come.” Will the 
Lord dispose of the residue after his com- 
ing, or to whom should we leave it? Our 
call will be sudden. Many who are left 
will follow perhaps through death. Is there 
any means by which we can provide for 
them ?—An Ontario business man. 


What will. become of the vast wealth 
held by stewards of Jesus Christ in the 
event of the rapture of the Church? May 


(Conéhided on page 221) 
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Christ in a Canadian University 


The story of the Varsity Christian Union 
in the University of British Columbia 


By Paul Campbell, B.A. °°" “iio. 3tiar-se 


Christian Union 














NE autumn afternoon in 1926 the 
QO following notice appeared on the 

campus of the University of British 
Columbia, “All those who wish earnestly 
to ‘contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints’ meet in Arts’ 202 
Wednesday noon.” At sight of it not a 
few mocked, many wagged their heads, and 
a few, a very few, prayed. On the ap- 
pointed day twelve students met, young 
men and women who recdgnized each other 
as brothers and sisters in Christ, who 
longed for the fellowship of other Chris- 
tians, who desired to make a definite wit- 
ness to the saving and keeping power of 
the Saviour. They chose a name for the 
group, and arranged to meet once a week 
for prayer and Bible study. From this 
humble beginning has arisen the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship of Canada, a 
movement which embraces the leading uni- 
versities, and. the Inter-Schools Christian 
Fellowship, an organization reaching a 
number of the high schools of the Domin- 
ion. 


Classroom Criticism 


Members of the Student Christian Move- 
ment’ could not see the necessity for a 
second “Christian” group on the campus, 
and one of the leaders of the movement 
expressed this opinion to me. But when 
he realized, to his astonishment, that we 
believed the Holy Spirit to be a divine 
person, and not “that which speaks to us 
as we gaze on the moaning sea, or stand 
enraptured before the beauties of nature,” 
that the Virgin. Birth and Resurrection 
were vital to our faith, and not “legend con- 
ceived to impress the Oriental mind,” he 
admitted that the two groups had not very 
much in common. He still thought, how- 
ever, that two Christian bodies were um 
necessary. So did I—but here again we 
differed ! 

Remarks in the lecture room were, and 
still are, not infrequent. In the session 
1928-290, a well-known Fundamentalist 
preacher came to the campus and his visit 
caused considerable excitement. The presi- 
dent of the group was reading economics 
under a certain professor who, while speak- 
ing of fundamentalists and modernists in 
economics, drew analogy from the Church, 
and mentioned the Fundamentalist Asso- 
ciation on the campus and the coming visit 
of one whom he termed the “High Priest” 
of Fundamentalism. The young president 
rose to his feet. “Professor,” said he, “I 
am not objecting to your remarks about 
Dr. X, or the organization of which I am 
president, but I would like to take the 
opportunity of extending to you and the 
students present an invitation to hear Dr. 
X when he comes.” About one hundred 
and fifty students, but not the professor, 
came to hear the “High Priest,” and God 
used him in.a glorious way. — 

By the time a student has overcome his 
awe of the’ gowned oracles pronouncing 
their words of wisdom, he has been in the 


“Young man, men with views like 
yours have no business in a univer- 
sity,” said a professor to a student 
who defended the Bible. In the face 
of such opposition the fellowship of 
the Varsity Christian Union means 
much to its members. In view of the 
Oxford Group Movement; which has 
rightly troubled many, it is refreshing 
to. know of such a movement as the 
Varsity Union, and others like it — 
the University Bible Clubs in Califor- 
nia, the League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents, the Cambridge Intercollegiate 
Christian Union in England — all stand- 
ing for the whole Bible as the inspired 
Word of God, and seeking to win 
men to accept the blood atonement 
of the Lord Jesus as the only way 


of salvation. 








University for about two years. During 
that time he has heard, among other things, 
that Christ and the Bible belong to a past 
age, and that the philosophy of life inherent 
in Christianity has been discarded to be re- 
placed by more satisfactory views. In fact 
one professor cautioned the Freshman class 
to beware of the Varsity Christian Union, 
as only subnormal people took any interest 
in those things in these enlightened days. 
But by the time the Christian student has 
reached the third year, he no longer sits 
quietly while a professor speaks in authori- 
tative tones of something he knows nothing 
about, — the saving power of Christ in the 
individual life or the power of prayer. The 
student gives his own experience before 
the whole class. The professors don’t like 
it and say so, but nevertheless this difficult 
witnessing certainly strengthens the student 
and has caused some of the professors to 
be a little more careful. 


Welcome Fellowship in the Union 


Professors are often bitter and cutting 
in their remarks. On one occasion a stu- 
dent refused to act in a play in which cer- 
tain lines threw discredit on the Word of 
God. This was brought to the attention 
of one of the outstanding professors who, 
in an interview with the student, gave vent 
to a surprising bit of narrow-mindedness 
when he said, “Young man, men with views 
like yours have no business in a university.” 
Naturally words like these cut deeply, and 
it is then the Christian student begins really 
to appreciate the fellowship of the members 
of the Varsity Christian Union. For here 
we “bear one another’s burdens” in dis- 
cussion and prayer. Here for half an hour 
each day the University life is forgotten, 
and the young Christian students receive 
rest and fresh strength in quiet communion 
with God. 

In its second year the members of the 
Union began to realize that the work of 
the group was being handicapped. because 
of its name, “The Students Christian Fun- 
damentalists Association.” A Fundamental- 
ist, to the average university student, is 
not so much an individual who believes in 


the fundamentals of the faith, as one who 
is an. obscurantist, who, fearing his faith 
will not stand the scrutiny of modern re- 
search and thought, abhors the study of 
philosophy and science as: sin, regards ‘sci- 
entific facts-as lies, and independent think- 
ing the work of the Devil. So, in an effort 
to remove all the barriers possible which 
were tending to make the group too iso- 
lated, the name was changed to the Varsity 
Christian Union. 

Several men of known evangelical stand- 
ing addressed advertised meetings at the 
invitation of the Union in its second year 
(1927-28). At this time Norman Grubb 
of Cambridge came to Vancouver and spoke 
to the Union. It was with unfeigned as- 
tonishment and delight that the members 
heard of the Christian Unions in the uni- 
versities of England. The knowledge that 
they were not the only students giving a 
definite evangelical witness was a source of 
great encouragement. On his return to 
England, Mr. Grubb told of this lone Can- 
adian group of Christian students, upon 
which Dr. Howard Guinness of Cambridge 
was detailed by the Evangelical Unions of 
England to visit Canada. A few days’ 
mission. was held the next year when Dr. 
Guinness arrived. Several definite con- 
versions were recorded, and the Varsity 
Christian Union was greatly strengthened. 
Before his return to the homeland, Dr. 
Guinness was instrumental in starting 
Unions in several of the universities of 
Canada. 


An Emblem That Arouses Curiosity 


These Unions were united in the College 
year 1929-30 into the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship of Canada. This was cause 
for much rejoicing in the British Colum- 
bian group, for naturally affiliation with 
such a unit raised the status of the. Var- 
sity Christian Union on the campus, and ° 
that year the president was given the priv- 
ilege of addressing the Freshman class of 
five hundred along with the presidents of 
the major clubs of the University. 

In the next session pins were secured 
based on the Greek letters “I, X,” the in- 
itials of Jesus Christ. These pins more 
than once gave rise to a conversation which 
resulted in the way of salvation being 
pointed out to a fellow student. The group 
then obtained a glass-enclosed notice board 
in a very prominent place in the Arts build- 
ing. This opened a wonderful avenue for 
witnessing by advertising the meetings, and 
by bringing texts and quotations before 
the student body. A library was also in- 
augurated that year, filling a much needed 
want. 

To the weekly meeting of the first year 
was added, in 1927-28, a prayer meeting 
held one afternoon a week, The following 
session it was decided to hold daily meet- 
ings. Of these, one was for Bible study, 
one for. a public. address, the rest for 
prayer. The result of these prayer meet- 
ings was soon evident in a greater keenness, 
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and a deepening of the spiritual life of the 
group. The following year the daily meet- 
ings were augmented during the session 
with five evening meetings, which took the 
form of a dinner followed by a discussion. 
Several students were won to Christ 
through this effort. The beginning of the 
térm 1930-31 saw the daily meetings at- 
tended by about twenty-two students, by 
the end of the term the average attendance 
had increased by ten. Speakers were 
brought to the campus each week with good 
results; a course of Bible study was adapted 
from the Scofield Leaflets; and once a 
month a paper was prepared and discussed 
by the members. So much did the Holy 
Spirit prevail during that term that in some 
of the meetings every one prayed, and some 
more than once. 

The last term of 1931-32 it was thought 
advisable to have public meetings every 
two weeks rather than each week, and to 
make this Gospel address more of an event. 
The intermediate weeks were reserved for 
messages given for the benefit of the Fel- 
lowship. The value of this change was 
proved by the fact that more students were 
reached last year than ever before. Also 
a new type of meeting was introduced called 
a “squash” (a British custom and term). 
Members invited their friends to an eve- 
ning which consisted of a talk and discus- 
sion followed by a social hour. This has 
proved the most effective way of reaching 
students. 

During the session 1930-31, a new venture 
was tried. The group, possessed of con- 
siderable speaking and musical talent, un- 
dertook to conduct a Sunday evening service 
in one of the city churches. The serv- 
ice proved so popular with the congrega- 
tion that before the term ended there were 
more invitations to take church services 
than the busy students could accept. Five 
such services were conducted last year 
during the term and four during the sum- 
mer holidays. 

In 1928 the Varsity Christian Union be- 
came the League of Evangelical Students 
of the U. S. A. In the spring term of 
that session a two days’ conference was 
held with the chapter from the University 
of Washington. This conference is now 
a bi-annual affair, and proves on every 
occasion to be a time of happy fellowship 
and real profit. 

In six meetings held on the campus in 
April, 1931, F. Noel Palmer, General 
Secretary of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship of Canada, preached the Word 
with power and conviction. How the Spirit 
of God was outpoured! Many came seek- 
ing the way of salvation, some were defi- 
nitely saved, a large number undoubtedly 
touched. A prayer of praise ascends every 
time those who were connected with the 
work remember that glorious week. It was 
a time of real heart searching for the 
members of the group, and that week’s 
mission will leave an impression on many 
of the members of the Union which nothing 
can erase. An invitation was extended to 
one student, a University orator. He re- 
mained at the close of the meeting to talk 
with Mr. Palmer, and was definitely saved. 
His words were, “I felt as if I could see 
Christ at your elbow as you spoke.” A 
University employee attended another meet- 
ing and experienced the grace of God in 
her soul. When the group returned a few 
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weeks later from the University of Wash- 
ington conference, it was learned with re- 
gret that this woman had passed away. 
Yet we rejoiced that she had been drawn 
to Christ before her span of life was so 
suddenly cut short. 

In the afternoons and evenings of that 
week Mr. and Mrs. Palmer spoke to the 
high school unions which had been organ- 
ized but three months previously. During 
the pre-Christmas term of 1930-31 one 
prayer above all others was brought to 
the Throne of Grace. It was a request 
that God would make it possible for Chris- 
tian unions tv be started in the high schools 
of the city. For it was realized that the 
majority of high school students never 
reach the University, and therefore should 


- have the opportunity of hearing the Gospel 
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in their schools, and of making a definite 
witness for Christ; and further, that mem- 
bers of a high school Christian union who 
did. come. up would be that much better 
fitted to take their places in the work of 
the Varsity Christian Union. For three 
months this prayer was raised. Then Dr. 
Guinness came from Australia where he 
had been organizing Unions in the univer- 
sities and preparatory schools; at the same 
time Mr. Palmer arrived from Toronto. 
In an effort to possess the high schools 
for Christ a committee of ten was ap- 
pointed, four ex-members and six members 
of the Varsity Christian Union. The way 
was opened for the two men to speak to 
the assemblies of three of the high schools. 
As a result three prayer groups were 
(Continued on page 221) 
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EET the archeologists. Does it 
M seem to any that meeting the arche- 

ologists is social, not archeological? 
It is both; in some sense it is more arche- 
ological than potsherds and rusty spear- 
heads. It is well said that no matter how 
large a pipe organ we may have, we really 
have only as much organ as we have or- 
ganist. It is equally true that whatever 
finds are discussed, we have only as much 
archeology as we have archeologists! 
Moreover, we are not able to have the full- 
est confidence in people until we know 
them; the personal characteristics have 
much to do with the value of personality. 
So, meet the archeologists. To the end 
of helping others to meet the archeologists, 
I planned to visit at their homes a number 
of the men whose names so often appear 
in these columns. 

My plan was to meet first Professor 
Steindorf of the University of Leipzig. He 
is one of the foremost Egyptologists and 
one of the first authorities in Coptic, that 
is, the later Egyptian which supplanted the 
ancient language as has modern English 
supplanted the English of Chaucer. Alas, 
Professor Steindorf had planned a little 
vacation, so I cannot help you to see him 
in his home or workshop. 

Professor Koenig is the veteran Old 
Testament critic of the Theological Fac- 
ulty of Bonn University, Germany —a 
stanch old conservative who has stood in 
the brunt of the battle of the giants of 
Germany over the reality of God’s word 
in the Old Testament and has now as a 
younger colleague, side by side with him 
in theology, the famous Barth. Professor 
Koenig is now almost blind and with hair 
as white as snow. I have the vision in 
memory of him, standing in the door of 
his home with his daughter and a student, 
a Fellow of Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, 
while I took a moving picture. He him- 
self is moving on toward his reward, but 
his work will ever be active. 

Among the Dutch scholars I found 
younger men. Professor Noordtzij is a 
genial friend with a broad Dutch smile 
and a jolly ringing voice. We have been 


intimate friends for some fifteen years, 
since he was the agent of the Faculty of 
the University of Utrecht who conveyed to 
me an invitation to a chair in the Univer- 
sity. He has now brought out a large, pro- 
fusely illustrated compendium of Biblical 
Archeology, and we are endeavoring to 
arrange for a translation of the book into 
English and its publication in America. 
We walked out into one of the beautiful 
little parks in flower-loving Holland at the 
Hague, and there I secured for my collec- 
tion of celebrities to show students in 
America a brisk moving picture. 

A cordial invitation from the venerable 
veteran archeologist, Professor Sayce,! 


- called me to the famous Midland train, the 


Royal Scott, fora long day’s ride to Edin- 
burgh, and another day’s ride back again, 
for a renewal of acquaintance with the 
Dean of the archeologists. He was an 
octogenarian a long while ago, yet still as 
earnest and vivacious and enthusiastic as 
ever. For many years he was the Assyri- 
ologist of Oxford University and has now 
been for a number of years Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of the University. His zeal is un- 
quenchable ; of delicate health, regarded as 
an invalid from childhood, he went year 
after year to his dahabiyeh on the Nile for 
work in Egypt and'to the University in 
summer for his lectures there. When near- 
ing eighty years he went to Bagdad, and 
there had typhoid fever. He still writes. 
By his glowing fireside we spent a de- 
lightful evening, joined together in his eve- 
ning prayer, and then in the bright morn- 
ing light he went out into his lawn and 
paced back and forward and stood to atten- 
tion while I got a record on the film. His 
disappointment that I could not stay an- 
other day with him is typical of the energy 
with which he still lives and enters into 
the spirit of learned research. He is a 
notable example of one who enters into 
the admonition of the Master to give the 
whole life. 





1Since. this article -was written, Professor 
Sayce has died, at Bath, England, February 
4. The Times hopes to publish a sketch of his’ 
life and greit work. 
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Once more, meet the archeologists. This 
time in the busy study of Sir Flinders Pet- 
rie in the University of London. His study 
is in the great Museum for which, during 
his seventy years of archeological work, he 
has gathered-the material. Here for nearly 
two hours we reveled in archeological tech- 
nicalities constantly illustrated from his 
great collection -of specimens. We work 
so near together in Palestine and the re- 
sults of our work are so parallel that there 
were many things to speak of and to com- 
pare. Then Lady Petrie came in, and we 
cajoled the bashful Professor into standing 
under the skylight while I tried to get a 
record here also, ~ Alas, ‘the picture’ was a 
failure, but Lady Petrie went with us to 
lunch and then followed another hour of 
pleasant -converse ‘with her. If I have -pro- 
vided a few porttaits for Times readers 
to hang in the picture gallery of imagina- 
tion, I shall have.served my purpose. 


The Work of Skilled Masons -. 


Now see. the archeologists at work.. We 
may first. take:a look in upon the work of 
the veteran Sir Flinders; at Tell el-Ajjul, 


which is the modern Arabic namé. of the - 


mound. of the ruins of ancient Gaza. This 
Tell is located close by the seashore about 
two- hours’ drive by automobile by way of 
Beersheba. from our camp at Tell Beit 


Mirsim: . Here, Sir: Flinders found ruins - 


which paralleled our: work the past year 
in- the period of. the feudal: barons of the 
Hyksos régime. Paralleled our discoveries 
historically, that is, but illustrated an en- 
tirely different phase of the Hyksos. civil- 
ization. It would be easy for a novice to 
conclude at. Tell Beit Mirsim that the Hyk- 
sos were. of the Anakim, the giants, the 
great. stone builders, for nearly all the 
building at Tell Beit Mirsim was of stone 
and the walls when stripped of their plas- 
ter present a ragged appearance. But at 
Tell el-Ajjul was found a totally different 
style of buildirz.. ithe walls were made 
of brick very closely and smoothly laid, 
so that the walls present a decidedly mod- 
ern appearance. They were still very 
heavy, as at Tell Beit Mirsim; indeed, so 
heavy that the stairways were made in, or 
on, the walls. But this. very difference in 
building methods helps: to identify the 
builders as unmistakably the Hyksos of 
Egypt. For the usual method of the 
Hyksos in Egypt, as at Tell el-Yehudiyeh 
and at Heliopolis, was to build with brick. 
Even at Teil Beit Mirsim, they leit for our 
observation one of their great brick revet- 
ment walis, and here at Tell el-Ajjul they 
built entirely in their accustomed Egyptian 
fashion, At Tell Beit Mirsim in the hill 
country, where stone was so convenient to 
hand, did they depart from their usual 
method of building?» -They simply adapted 
themselves to circumstances and to the 
materials available. Thus all the evidences 
of these mysterious people lie plainly side 
by side with the narratives of the Patri- 
archs and explain much that was before 
obscure to our eyes in the Biblical narra- 
tives. We might have asked, Why did the 
Patriarchs go to Egypt for succor? But 
it becomes perfectly plain, when we find 
that the Hyksos, the rulers of Egypt, were 
at that time also dominant in Palestine. 
The Patriarchs were not appealing to a 
foreign land ‘for. aid. 

Then the hints, which many seem to 
see that some of the various tribes were 
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back in Palestine. soon after the descent 
into Egypt; are quite in harmony with the 
archeological record, for the Hyksos were 
still for a long time friends, all. during the 
time that the Israelites were in favor in 
Egypt. Why then would they not freely 
pass back and forward as they wished? 
Then, if an account of those return ex- 
cursions is included in the later full account 
of the occupation of the land, it would be 
entirely in keeping with the usual Biblical 
method of reciting events without indicat- 
ing the flight of time. Thus little by little 
the picture is completed to our eyes. And 
each explorer is a painter who adds another 
touch to the painting. 

Now -let. us take. a look at work far 
away in northern Irag, at Tepe Gawra. 
At that point, ruins have been found which 
make the horizon at the dawn of civiliza- 
tion flee away back once more. At Ur of 
Chaldees, it seemed as if the limit had 
been reached in the discovery of the royal 
tombs with such unexpected advancement of 
civilization. But here at Tepe Gawra there 
is unmistakable. evidence that here is a cul- 
ture at-least five hundred years earlier, that 
goes back indeed to the middle of the fourth 
millennium B. C. While it is a Stone Age 
culture, it is far from being primitive. 
There. was an orderly, well laid out city 
with unique and attractive architecture. 
Amazing to say —only.a little while back 
it. was, customary to put the use of the 
arch in building as comparatively late — 
these people knew and used the arch! In 
fact the evidence of advancement in cul- 
ture is far greater in this ruin than in the 
remains of cities of several centuries that 
followed. Who knows but that it may yet 
be shown that the wonderful Golden Age 
of legend and the story of the early world 
in Chinese history may be found to have 
a basis of fact? I am free to confess, 
though I cannot yet present the proofs, that 
I strongly suspect there was a greater, 
though different, culture before the Flood 
than has ever yet developed since that 
event. I hope yet to see that clearly from 
this side the veil. 


Bronze Weapons against Stone 

But the end of this civilization and seem- 
ingly of the Age to which it belonged came. 
Dr. Speiser reports of this tragic event, 
that it was foreshadowed in the building 
of great defenses! The end came suddenly 
in great conflagration; a deep layer of 
ashes shows that stone implements were no 
match for bronze weapons. It was the old 
story of triumph being on the side of the 
most effective armament. The fine civil- 
ization of that Neolithic Age went down 
to ruin before brutal metal weapons and 
gave way by force to a far poorer culture. 

Still more amazing is Dr. Speiser’s re- 
port 4 of a seal impression in clay which was 
found. The seal itself has not appeared, 
but the impression is enough to stir every 
Bible lover to the depths. The impression 
is of a naked man and an unclad woman 
walking together. The woman’s arm is 
about the shoulders of the man. The whole 
composition gives the impression of utter 
weariness and dejection, their bodies bent. 
Behind them and overhead rises the figure 
of a serpent! This is not, as Dr. Speiser 
well remarks, a parallel to the Biblical ac- 
count, that is, it cannot by any possibility 


1In the Bulletin of American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research at Jerusalem, October, 1932. 


213 


have been drawn from the Bible story,.for 
this seal impression is from a time more 
than 2,000 years before Abraham. It is 
impossible not to see here the story of 
the Fall and the rejection from Paradise 
and the part which the serpent played in 
that tragedy. That story must have come 
down by tradition or by written documents 
past the Flood and was well known, indeed 
accurately known, among those people, and 
graphically depicted on the seal which made 
this impression. 


Where the Ark of the Covenant Was Kept 


And now we must introduce another 
archeologist and view one of the oldest and, 
in many respects, the most sacred of Is- 
rael’s sanctuaries. The archeologist is the 
veteran Danish explorer, Dr. Schmidt, of’ 
the Danish Shiloh expedition and for three 
campaigns a member of our Staff at Tell 
Beit Mirsini. The genial Doctor was my 
guide at Shiloh and has provided me with 
elaborate diagram and painstaking thesis 
of the site of Shiloh as it now appears and 
of its history throughout the centuries. No 
labor is so hard, no situation so forbidding 
as to keep Dr. Schmidt from doing a diffi- 
cult work to the utmost extreme. 

We came from the Jerusalem-Shechem 
road over the stony way to the site of 
ancient Shiloh. Dr. Schmidt has collected 
with his untiring diligence the evidence 
from Scripture, from the Talmuds, from 
travelers from earliest times down to Rob- 
inson and the present-day research workers 
to. show the indubitable evidence for the 
traditional site of the old sanctuary. Few, 
if any, places in the land are more cer- 
tainly identified than Shiloh. He would 
be of a skeptical mind indeed, who enter- 
tained serious doubts that at this spot, kept 
in mind along the whole long line of the 
centuries, is indeed the place where the 
Ark was kept in the days of the Judges; 
where old Eli, in his grief at the loss of 
the Ark to the Philistines and the death of 
his sons in battle, fell from his seat by 
the road which is still there. 

The admirably selected location immedi- 
ately impresses one. It is sheltered on the 
north by the mountains, while toward the 
south a beautiful valley opens out. The 
sanctuary itself stands at the foot of a 
mountain that rises in rugged sublimity be- 
hind, and the mountain supplies a wide, gen- 
tly sloping assembly ground for the hosts 
of Israel who came to worship. 

Back of, and above, this field altar is 
the platform, of the proper dimensions, 
where, almost without a possible doubt, 
the Tabernacle stood. Later, indeed in 
Byzantine times a small but elaborate 
church was built on the site. Some beau- 
tiful mosaic floors yet remain. In fact, the 
whole collocation of sites and ceremonies 
here is most fitting. In all Palestine hardly 
a more suitable place for the Tabernacle, 
and the worship associated with it, could 
have been selected. 

With gratitude to Dr. Schmidt for his 
guidance and especially for his arduous and 
painstaking work of research at old Shiloh, 
we turn back to the Jerusalem road and to 
home. Let us not forget the warning of 
Jeremiah to Jerusalem in its glory, that 
unless she repented she should be like 
Shiloh as Shiloh was then and is today, a 
ruin (Jer. 7:12-14).. “Except ye. repent, 
ye Shall all likewise perish.” 

PITTSBURGH. 
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A Visit with Amos R. Wells 


An afternoon in the home of the “’ Prose Poet,” 
* he bos now gone to be with the Lord 





By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 














A vies three years ago I spent a de-- 


lightful and profitable afternoon with 

the late Dr. Amos R. Wells in his 
home at Auburndale, Mass. As the Times 
reported in last week’s issue, he passed 
away on March 6. He had written for the 
Times for many years, and his “Prose 
Poem” on the Sunday-school lesson has 
been appearing in these columns every week 
since 1927. 

Dr. Wells met me in his car at the sta- 
tion at noon, and to my surprise spent the 
whole afternoon with me as though he had 
nothing else to do. I had lunch with Dr. 
and Mrs. Wells and their daughter in the 
quiet New England home; sat with Dr. 
Wells in his study on the third floor, where 
an unusually large bay window overlooked 
a wide lawn and hills in the distance; saw 
his large library, and kept on talking with 
him in the car while Miss Wells drove us 
into Boston in the darkening winter after- 
noon, 

There were books everywhere, 24,000 of 
them. Dr. Wells could lay his hand on 
any one of them at any time, for they were 
all carefully catalogued and neatly arranged 
in shelves all over the third floor, in his 
bedroom, in other bookcases, and in a stack 
room built beside the garage. He loved 
books, and knew more about them in every 
field than any other man I ever talked with. 
During his busy life of threescore years and 
ten he wrote ninety-two books himself, be- 
sides contributing regularly to at least three 


journals in recent years— THE SUNDAY. 


ScHoo. Times, The Christian Endeavor 
World, and The Christian Herald —and 
writing articles for many others. I have in 
my own.files a valuable article of his on 
books, entitled : “Your Own Library — Why 
to Get It, and How to Get It. A little talk 
about the love of books and the gathering of 
them.” This was published in The Chris- 
tian Endeavor World for November 26, 
1914. 

At the time of my visit Dr. Wells told 
me he would spend a half-hour each eve- 
ning, just before going to bed, in reading 
passages in three or four different books. 


- He was then reading a work on American - 


history, and said he would often read a 
detective or mystery story last, as he could 
forget it easily and drop off to sleep. 


Dr. Wells’ Workshop 


His study was an ideal place for work. 
It was on the third floor, the walls were 
lined with books, and there were even lit- 
tle shelves where they were closely packed 
under the bay window. He had no trouble 
in reaching the high shelves, as he stood 
six feet two. He did much of his writing 
seated in a Morris chair with a board or 
pasteboard on his knees. His handwriting 
was small, neat, and legible, and he knew 
just how many words he wrote to a page. 
This was true whether he was writing by 
hand, or using the typewriter, or using 
shorthand as he often did. Beside his arm- 
chair stood a revolving book case filled with 


many important reference and Bible study 
books and several versions of the Bible. 
He was untsually successful at “making a 
living” at writing, and I was interested 
when he iold me that he would devote part 
of his day to writing for papers that paid 
him three cents a word, another part to 
those paying two cents a word, and another 
part to those paying one cent a word. This 
was characteristic of his systematic way 
of working. 

Another evidence of Dr. Wells’ method- 
ical ways is the fact that the Times now 
has in hand his lesson poems for the entire 
Second Quarter of this year, that is, up to 
and including June 25. 

When Dr. Wells told me that he always 
managed te get eight hours sleep I was 
somewhat puzzled, for not long before he 
had told me that if he awoke in the night 
he would often sit up, switch on the light 
over his bed, reach for one of the books 
in the shelves near his bed, or write with 
ease for an hour or two. I asked him how 
he managed the eight hours sleep with such 
breaks in the night. He replied that he 
would: snatch an hour or two during the 


day if he had not slept well the night be- 
fore. 


His Active Life 


Knowing of his long experience as edi- 


tor of The Christian Endeavor World, I 
asked him a hundred and. one questions 
about editorial work. (Early in the after- 
noon I had made a move to go, but Dr. 
Wells very graciously urged me to stay, 
and told me he had nothing else to do but 
talk to me!) The make-up of each issue 
of the Times is one of my main responsi- 
bilities, and, as every “make-up” man 
knows, one of life’s little burdens is the 
lateness of advertising copy. It was a com- 
fort to me to hear Dr. Wells say that he 
had never been able to overcome that diffi- 
culty in his work—and a few years ago 
I heard the same story from the “make-up” 
man of a magazine that has one of the 
largest circulations in the world. 

Some idea of Dr. Wells’ active life may 
be gained from the fact that four and three- 
quarter inches of space is given to him in 
the 1930-31 edition of “Who’s Who in 
America.” Cf the 29,704 sketches in that 
edition. very few occupy as much space. 
He was graduated from Antioch College in 
1883, later received the degrees of A.M. and 
Litt.D from that College, and LL.D. from 
Union Christi2: College in 1912. He was 
Professor of Greek and Theology at Anti- 
och from 1883 to 1891 ; editor of The Chris- 
tian Endeavor World for many years; a 
leader, with Dr. Francis L. Clark, in the 
Christian Endeavor Movement; a member 
of the International Sunday School Lesson 
Committee ; and author-of Peloubet’s notes 
on the Sunday-school lessons for more than 
thirty years. The titles of his books are 
too numerous to mention. - In his volume 
of “Collected Poems,” which I have owned 


and enjoyec for ten years, are more than 
800 poems. 
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Dr. Wells was a lover of birds, and in 
that field we had a common -interest. He 
wrote many beautiful little poems on birds. 


His description of the song of the Mary-. 


land Yellowthroat is one of the best I 
have ever seen. He thought it said 
“Witchery, witchery, witchery, witch.” 


In its issue of January 2, 1915, the Times 
published a stimulating article by Dr. Wells 
on “How to Keep on Top of Your Work.” 
The article is full of gold nuggets for busy 


Christian people, a few of which are given 
here. 


‘“One of the most valuable helps I have 
ever found for keeping on top of my work 
is this: Attack it in detail.” 

“A good rule for the despatch of busi- 


ness is this: Attend first to matters that 
concern your co-workers,” 


-“QOne of my associate _workers formerly 
was John Willis Baer, now president of 
Occidental College. I think I have gained 
something from every worker with whom 
I have ever been associated, and one of the 
valuable lessons he unconsciously taught me 


was this, always to be free for associate 
workers.” 


“I owe something else to John Willis 
Baer: a big motto, in white letters on a 
black background, ‘DO IT NOW!’ Well 
do I remember his delight when those 
mottoes came out. I have kept mine on 
my home desk ever since, and it preaches 
to me hourly. ‘Do the hard thing first,’ it 
says. “Tackle now,’ it says, ‘the task you 
dread!’ ‘When that is out of the way,’ it 
suggests, ‘the rest of your work will slide 
down greased ways!’ And the motto is 
right, as I have discovered many times.” 


“One of my work mottoes is this: ‘Do 
a little every day.’ - However difficult the 
task, it will yield to daily attacks. Ten 


minutes a day is the open sesame to all 
doors.” 


“Learn to say No! To the true worker 
the temptation to take on new tasks is as 
alluring as the offer of whiskey to a drunk- 
ard. Learn to say No!” 


“The Room Overhead” 


The death of Dr. Wells has brought a 
sense of real loss to the staff and readers 
of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, and his 
place on the staff cannot be filled. Know- 
ing of his personal faith in the atoning sac- 
rifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, we think 
of him now as being “with Christ; which 
is far better.” He has “mounted the nar- 
row stair’ of which he wrote in the fol- 
lowing beautiful poem, published some years 
ago in The Christian Endeavor World. 


THE Room OverHEAD 
An Easter thought 
It’s a dark and narrow stairway to the room 
overhead, 
But I am not afraid to go. 
There is room for only one on each winding, 
narrow tread, 
But I can feel the way, I know. 


There are stirrings now and then in the room 
overhead, 
There are dear old feet upon the floor. 
They are setting forth my chair, they are 
making up my bed, 
They are waiting just inside the door. 
There are wide, wide views from the room 
overhead, 
And the heart of all home ‘is there. 
I shall then begin to live, though men will 
call me dead, j 
When I’ve mounted the narrow stair. 
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LESSON 2. April 9. JESUS REQUIRES CONFESSION AND LOYALTY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 8:1 to 9:1 
Golden Text.— Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.—Mark 8: 34b 


” 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 8 : 27-38 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 8: 27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns 
of Czsarea Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying 
unto them, Whom do mén say that I am? 

28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; 
and others, One of the prophets. 

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 

30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, 
and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him. 

33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savour- 
est not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. _ 

34 And when he. had called the people unto him with his dis- 
ciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever 
shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save 
it. 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and. lose. his own soul? : 

37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 8:27 And Jesus went forth, and his disciples, into the vil- 
lages of Cxsarea Philippi: and on the way he asked his disciples, say- 
ing unto them, Who do men say that I am? 28 And they told him, 
saying, John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but others, One of the 
prophets. 29 And he asked them, But who say ye that I am? 
Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30 And 
he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 

31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected by thé elders, and the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 
And he spake the saying openly. And Peter took him, and began 
to rebuke him. 33 But he turning about, and seeing his disciples, 
rebuked Peter, and saith, Get thee behind me, Satan; for thou 
mindest not the things of God, but the things of men. 34 And he 
called unto him the multitude with his disciples, and said unto them, 
If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me, 35 For whosoever would save his life 
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
1 gospel’s shall save it. 36 For what doth it profit a man, to 
gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? 37 For what should a 
man give in exchange for his life? 38 For whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful gen- 
eration, the Son of man also shall be ashamed of him, when he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

1See marginal note on chap. 1:1. 
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with the holy angels, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HERE is one question supremie above 

all other questions with which men 
deal. The right answer to this ques- 

tion holds the solution of every one of 
the world’s problems. It is the question 
our ‘Lord asked his apostles as he began 


his last year of ministry on earth. ‘Ghey~ 


had been with him for two and a half 
years, — continually with him for eighteen 
months. He gave them an examination on 
what they had learned. The examination 
consisted of but one question: “Whom say 
ye that Iam?” This was not an academic 
Guestion. On the right answer to it every- 
thing depended, and this explains the ex- 
ultation of our Lord when Peter, speaking 
for the apostles, gave the right answer. 
With this question, we reach a turning 
point in the ministry of Christ. From now 
on, his chief purpose is to prepare this 
inner circle of disciples for the coming 
events, which were to be so contrary to 
everything they expected (Matt. 16:21). 
This fundamental question concerning the 
Person of the Lord Jesus Christ distin- 
guishes the Christian faith from all other 
so-called “religions.” “Christianity is 
Christ,” and calls for personal confession 
and loyalty to him. 


The Historical Setting 

It was probably the late summer of A. D. 
29 when our Lord retired to Czsarea 
Philippi for his important conference with 
the disciples. “The feeding of the five thou- 
sand came at the Passover season, and 


be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father 


% % % % 


following this we have the trip of our 
Lord into the region of Tyre and Sidon, 
the feeding of the four thousand in Decap- 
olis, the continuous opposition of the Phari- 
sees, the healing of the blind man at Beth- 





Crosses 
By the late Amos R. Wells 


HO would come after Jesus? Who 

would follow the road, hard and 
hilly and stony, after his Saviour and 
Lord? Who would come after Jesus, all 
‘of the way along, lifting a prayer in his 
spirit, deep in his heart a song? Who 
will come after Jesus? Who will walk 
in the way stained by the feet of the 
Crucified on earth’s most desolate day? 
Who will ascend Mount Calvary, horrible, 
ghastly, and grim? Who will walk on 
the Scrrowful Way with no companion 
but him? He who can lay: his selfish 
aims firmly and surely aside; he who can 
crucify pleasure, ambition, and greed, and 
pride; he who can say to all self- will a 
positive, absolute No; he may walk in 
the Saviour’s ways and gladly with him 
may go. Ah, have you lifted the heavy 
cross, the cross of the Christian life? Ah, 
have you felt the Christian’s woe and 
fought in the Christian strife? Know 
you the difficult burden the world’s Re- 
deemer bore? Have you bent your back 
to the doleful weight he carricd that 
journey o’er? If you have, you know 
of the joyful lift of the angels’ powerful 
wings. If you have, you are singing the 
happy song that the choir in Heaven sings. 
If you have, on your head a diadem is 
resting in glory down, for those who 
carry the. Christian cross will shine with 
the Christian’s crown! 
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saida, and our Lord’s withdrawal from the 
territory of Herod Antipas. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 8:27.—Jesus went out. From 
Bethsaida Julias, on the northeast shore 
of the lake of Galilee (v. 22). Into the 
towns of Caesarea Philippi. Into the sub- 
urban villages about the city, which was 
about thirty miles north of the lake, at 
the foot of Mt. Hermon, beside one of the 
springs that fed the Jordan, and near Dan. 
Philip the Tetrarch enlarged the town, and 
called it Czsarea in honor of the Emperor, 
and Philippi after his own name, to dis- 
tinguish it from Czsarea on the Mediter- 
ranean. “By the way he asked his disciples. 
Probably while in one of the villages. 
Whom do men say that I am? This ques- 
tion was preliminary to a more important 
one. Our Lord himself doubtless knew. 
Yet he did gather human information from 
the disciples, and this was probably the first 
time he asked them such a question. 

Verse 28—John the Baptist. Herod 
Antipas, and others, perhaps through him, 
held this view (Mark 6:16). Yet John 
worked no miracle (note John 10:41). 
Some say, Elias. It was predicted that 
Elijah would come (Mal. 4:5), and the 
Jews expected him as the forerunner of 
Messiah (Matt. 11:14; Mark 9:11; John 
1:21). One of the prophets. Not “the 
prophet” (John 1:21). Note Matthew 16: 
14. 

Verse 29.—But whom say ye that I am? 
The force of the question is, “But you, 
who do you say that I am?” How eagerly 
our Lord awaited the answer. Peter an- 
swereth. As usual, Peter answered (Matt. 
15:15; 19:27; Mark 11: 21; Luke 12:41; 
John 6:68), speaking for all the others 
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except Judas (note v. 30, “charged them”). 
Thou art the Christ. The Messiah or 
“Anointed One.” They had in the begin- 
ning recognized him as Messiah, for John 
the Baptist had clearly announced him 
(John 1:41). But he proved so different 
from their view of Messiah that even the 
Baptist was puzzled (Matt. 11:3), and 
many disciples had turned back (John 6: 
66, 67). This conviction was a personal 
judgment after the many months of know- 
ing him intimately. 

Verse 30.—They should tell no man. To 
press the truth of his Messiahship would 
now do more harm than good, since the 
leaders were bitterly bent on rejecting him, 
and the multitudes were insisting on their 
own kind of Messiah. 


Verse 31.—The Son of man must suffer. 
One of the clear statements indicating the 
necessity of the death of Christ. He must be 
lifted up (John 3:14; Matt. 26:54; Luke 
24:26). Many things. Later he told them 
some of these things (Matt. 20:19; Mark 
10:34). Be rejected of the elders, and of 
the chief priests, and scribes. These, the 
members of the Sanhedrin, were they who 
should have led in accepting the Messiah. 
And be killed. What a shock these words 
were to the disciples who expected their 
Messiah to conquer and to reign! (But 
Isa. 53!) After three days. This expres- 
sion is equivalent to “the third day” (Matt. 
16:21; 27:63; Luke 9:22). Rise again. 
They did not catch this last announcement, 
nor did they take it in (John 11: 24). 


Verse 32.—He spake that saying openly. 
Or, plainly, not in veiled form, as he had 
done before (Matt. 12:40; John 2:19). 
Peter took him. Probably meaning, took 
him aside. And began to rebuke him. Out 
of love, but also with complete misunder- 
standing of the way of the cross (Matt. 
16: 22). 


Verse 33.—He had turned about. Per- 
haps meaning that he turned from Peter 
to the disciples. Get thee behind me, Satan. 
Back of Peter our Lord recognized the 
same tempter who would turn him from 
the cross, now using a loving disciple 
(Matt. 4:3, 6). He is not calling Peter 
Satan, as he did call Judas a devil (John 
6:70). Not the things that be of God, but 
the things that be of men. The mind of 


Satan is expressed in the thought of the. 


natural man. 


Verse 34.—When he had called the people 
... with his disciples also. This was prob- 
ably on the way, between the villages, where 
crowds would gather. Whosoever will 
come after me, let him deny himself. Let 
him renounce self, or say No to self. He 
is holding high the demands of disciple- 
ship at the very time when people were 
turning from him. Take up his cross, and 
follow me. The multitudes did not know 
that he had been predicting his own death. 
But they were quite familiar with what it 
meant to take up a cross. This does not 
mean “bearing crosses,” in the sense of 
small or great tribulations that come to us, 
but to take up the cross as a sign of death, 
or denial of self. 


Verse 35.—Whosoever will save his life 
Shall lose it. This saying is recorded six 
times, more than any other saying of our 
Lord’s (Matt. 10: 39; 16:25; Mark 8:35; 
Luke 9: 24; 17:33; John 12:25). Who- 
soever shall lose his life . .. the same 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
2. April 9.—Jesus Requires Confession 
and Loyalty ............ Mark 8:1 to 9:1 
3. April 16.—Jesus Transfigured ..Mark 9 : 2-29 
4. April 23.—Jesus Rebukes Self-Seeking 
(May be used with temperance ap- 
Plicathoms) cevescccsccscvesoes Mark 9: 30-50 
s. April 30.—Jesus Sets New Standard of 
Living (May be used as a steward- 
Ship: FOSGOR), 2 ccicrvcccccveccecs Mark 10: 1-31 
6. May 7.—Jesus Faces the Cross 
Mark 10 : 32-52 
7. May 14.—Jesus Asserts His Kingship. 
Mark 11 : 1-33 
8 May 21.—Jesus Answers His Adversaries. 
Mark 12: 1-44 
9. May 2.—Jesus and His Friends. 
Mark 13:1 to 14:9 
10. June 4.—jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. 
Mark 14 : 10-72 








shall save it. From the world’s standpoint, 
to follow him is to lose life or throw it 
away. He who thus loses life will enter 
into real, eternal Life (John 12:25). 


Verse 37.—In exchange for his soul? 
That is, what shall he give to buy back his 
life after he has lost it? 


Verse 38.—Of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed. The whole message cen- 
ters around confession of Christ here, that 
he may confess us there. When he cometh 
in the glory. of his Father. This first defi- 
nite mention of his second coming is sig- 
nificantly given in connection with his death 
and resurrection. Humiliation and suffer- 
ing are ever linked with exaltation and 
glory. With the holy angels. What a 
sight, when all Heaven’s hosts accompany 
him as he descends to the earth! (Matt. 
25: 31.) 

The Heart of the Lesson 

True confession of Christ will lead to 
true loyalty. There is a false confession 
of Christ that has the appearance of loyalty 
and love. It is the belief that he is John 
the Baptist, or Elijah, or Jeremiah, or any- 
thing less than the true and living God. 
All such confession is evil. It is not an 
approach to real confession. It is Satan’s 
substitute for true confession. When the 
apostles confessed with their lips that which 
had become the conviction of their hearts, 
that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God, immediately Christ presented 
the other truth that ever goes with the 
truth of his Person: this living God must 
die at the hands of men. An eternal atone- 
ment for siz against the eternal God, en- 
tailing an eternal guilt, is the Gospel mes- 
sage. False loyalty to Christ rejects his 
work as well as his person. Those ‘who 
confess him and his work must carry it 
out by denying self, taking up the cross, 
breaking with the world, and following 
Christ along the way of suffering, which 
leads to future glory. And such confess- 
ing will ever aim to win souls, and to take 
Christ to the unreached mission fields of 
the world. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Turzz Great FounDATIONS 
1. The Person of Christ. Who he is: 
the Messiah, Son of the living God. A 
call to confess him before men. 
2. The Cross of Christ. What he does: 
His death for our sins. A call to re- 
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ceive the atonement and follow him in 
humiliation and suffering. 

3. The Glory of Christ. Where he is: 
His resurrection .and coming in great 
glory. A call to look for the Blessed 
Hope of sharing his glory and his com- 
ing. 

Wuat Conressinc Curist MEANS 

1. Confessing him as the predicted 
Messiah, the Christ of God as revealed 
in the Bible. 

2. Confessing him as the living God. 
Anything less is not loyalty, but rejection. 

3. Confessing a crucified and risen 
Christ. 

4. Confessing him when others deny, 
in a wicked and adulterous generation. 

5. Confessing him by following the 
way of the cross, suffering first, then 
glory. 


_ Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Feeding the Four Thousand. Study the 
striking differences between this and_ the 
feeding of the five thousand as to time, 
place, people, occasion, supply of loaves, 
baskets taken up. (Note different words for 
basket.) Study also the spiritual lessons. 


The Blind Man Gradually Healed. This 
miracle in Mark 8: 22-26 is notable as one 
of the two miracles peculiar to Mark, and 
the only miracle in which a healing by 
stages is indicated. In each case our Lord 
suited his message to the person healed, 
so that their faith might be strengthened. 


Messianic Prophecy. Three facts about 
Messiah were stumblingblocks to the Jews: 
1. The fact-that he was God. 2. The fact 
that he did not come as a conquering King 
to reign in ‘glory, but came in. humility 
and was rejected. 3. The fact that he came 
not only to the Jews, but as Saviour of the 
Gentiles. All these three things were 
clearly predicted in Isaiah and in the other 
Old Testament prophets. They should 
have known that he was a divine Person 
(Isa. 7:14; 9:6; 40:3, 9, 10; 59: 16), and 
that he must be rejected and suffer and 
die, and be raisec: again (Isa. 8:14; 10: 
22; 50:6; 52:13; 53: 1-12), and that he 
was for all men (Isa. 11:10; 42:1, 6; 
49:6; 51:4; 55:1, 4). 

Other Special Topics. Tribulation of be- 
lievers (Mark 10:30; John 16:33; Acts 
143-22: 2 Pes. as ae a a, 332s? 
Pet. 2:21). The Resurrection and the 
Second Coming. 


Practical and Personal. Applications 
A choice must be made: “Whosoever will 


come after me.” Men must receive Christ,’ 


or deny him. Make this lesson the occa- 
sion of having each. pupil decide whether 
he has chosen to take Christ as Saviour 
and Lord, or whether he has chosen not 
to do this thing. 


Confession of Christ as Saviour involves 
surrender of self to Christ as Lord: “Let 
him deny himself.” Denying self does not 
mean giving up this or that luxury or neces- 
sity, though it may involve this. Denying 
self means to choose the will of God, and 
to renounce our own will. 

We are to fellowship in the sufferings 
of Christ: “Take up his cross, and follow 
me.” The cross is the sign of death, of 
humiliation, and of suffering. Being a 
Christian means following Christ, first in 
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Lesson for April 9 


his sufferings, then in his glory (Heb. 13: 
13, 14; 2 Cor. 4: 17). 

Beware of false teaching, and have no 
anxiety concerning material needs. Christ 
was grieved that his disciples thought that 
he was talking about material bread, when 
he said, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees” (Matt. 16:6). Let us learn the 
lesson of the loaves. 


Confess Christ constantly. All Christians 
should confess Christ in church membership. 
We have no option as to this. But also 
we should confess by our constant witness- 
ing for Christ in home, school, shop, store, 
and office, —and in the foreign mission 
field. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


We must confess Jesus Christ as God 
our Saviour; nothing less is loyalty; any- 
thing else is rejecting Christ. 


The rejecters of Christ in Palestine 
linked him with true prophets: John the 
Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah. Rejecters of 
Christ today link him with false prophets: 
“Buddha, Jesus, Mohammed.” For whom 
will it be more tolerable in the day of 
judgment ? 


Many make profession of Christ a sub- 
stitute for confessing Christ. 


Surrender is not optional for a Chris- 
tian; to take Christ. as Saviour we must 
yield ourselves to him as Lord. 


Love may err, as Peter did; therefore 
let our love abound in knowledge and all 
discernment *(Phil. 1:9). 


Satan’s teachings may be given through 
true believers; let us beware of false teach- 
ing. 

We are still living in an adulterous and 
sinful generation, which is ashamed of 
Christ and his words. 


The high compliments given to Christ 
constituted a rejection of Christ; he does 
not want compliments; he wants worship. 


So-called Christian teachers who preach 
“the Jesus way of life,” in place of the 
way of the Cross, are preaching a way 
of death. 


A glorious place to confess Christ is 
where others are denying him. 


To deny self is to say: “To me, to live 
is Christ,” and to stop saying: “To me, to 
live is self.” 


CotumpsiA, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times  staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT emphasis did our Lord give to 
the two feedings of the thousands? 

2. Did Jesus ever directly tell the disciples 
he was Messiah, previous to the talk at 
Cesarea Philippi? Did he tell anyone? 

3. Who is the only teacher who can make 
us know that Jesus is the Christ of God? 

4. Were the disciples mistaken in expecting 
Messiah to conquer and to reign? 


5. What light is thrown upon the charac- 
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ter of at least some of the preaching of Jesus 
by the statement in verse 28? 

6. What striking change is noted by Mark 
beeen verses 33 and 34 in the eighth chap- 
ter 

7. Do Christians bear the cross as Jesus 

id? 

8. How much of the world can be gained 
by an individual, and how much of the in- 
dividual’s soul can be lost? 

9. What is it necessary to do in order to 
lose one’s soul? 

10. What long-neglected but fine old hymn 
was, evidently, based on Mark 8: 38? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


yé 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten illustrations the total number for 
any ‘one lesson. 

At His Mercy.— But whosoever shall lose 
his life for: my sake and the gospel’s, the 
same shall save it (Mark 8:35). George 
Atley, a young Englishman with the heart 
of a hero, was engaged in the Central Af- 
rican Mission. He was attacked by a party 
of natives. He had with him a Winches- 
ter repeating rifle with ten loaded cham- 
bers. The party was completely at his 
mercy. Calmly and quickly he summed up 
the situation. He concluded that if he killed 
them it would do the mission more harm 
than if he allowed them to take his life. 
So as a lamb to the slaughter he was led; 
and when his body was found in the stream, 
his rifle was also found with its ten cham- 
bers still loaded—From Heart and Life 
Bulletin. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carth- 
age, S. D. 


A Japanese Schoolboy.—Whosoever 
therefore shall be ashamed of me... of 
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed 
(v. 38). A Japanese schoolboy once 
showed his courage in a way that puts 
many of us to shame. He belonged to a 
school in Nagasaki containing one hundred 
and fifty boys, and he was the only Chris- 
tian among them all. He brought his lunch- 
eon to school, as he lived at a distance, 
and he dared to fold his hands and ask a 
blessing every day before he ate. He had 
some enemies among the boys, who went 
to the master of the school and accused 
him of “doing something in the way of 
magic.” The master thereupon called the 
lad before the school and asked him what 
he had been doing. The little fellow spoke 
up bravely, explaining that he was a Chris- 
tian, and that he had been thanking God 
and asking him to bless the food. At once 
the master burst into tears, putting - his 
head down on the desk. ‘My boy,” he said, 
“T, too, am a Christian; but I did not dare 
let men know that I was one. Now, please 
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God, I -will try to live as a Christian ought 
to live.”—From the late Amos R. Wells, in 
Christian Herald. Sent by Arlowene B. 
Ellis, Rochester, Minn. Prise. illustration. 


A Modern Mrs. Nicodemus.—Ashamed 
of. me (v. 38). “Mither,” said a Scots 
laddie, “there’s a new mon come to toon to 
preach. Gang and hear him.” Thinking 
it strange to be asked by her boy, she re- 
solved, though reluctantly, to go. How to 
conceal from her neighbors her going to a 
revival meeting was her difficulty. Nico- 
demus went to Jesus under cover of night; 
this woman took her market basket on her 
arm, as if she were going to make the 
usual daily purchases, thus screening her- 
self from the observation and jeers of her 
neighbors. Day after day she appeared at 
the meeting with her basket. At length 
she was brought to know the Lord. “Ye’ll 
no need the basket any more,” said the 
evangelist to her, with a significant twinkle 
in his eye—From the London Christian 
Herald, Sent by Marjorie M. Bowden, 
Claiborne, Ohio. 


The Watchword — Lutanda.—When he 
cometh in the glory of his Father (v. 38). 
Dan Crawford used to tell how, when his 
Africans were on the march and night was 
coming on, they would lie down to sleep. 
But before dropping off to sleep there would 
pass from group to group about the fires 
the watchword Lutanda (“Morning Star’). 
It was a laconic agreement to be up and 
ready to move when the morning star ap- 
peared. To Mr. Crawford it was ever a 
parable for those who lay down in their 
last sleep with heart and mind fixed on him 
who is the Bright and Morning Star, and 
who will awaken the sleeping to resurrec- 
tion life and glory—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by N. H. Wolf, Sunbury, 
Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: 


An American flag, & 
Christian flag. 











r YOU were born in a foreign country 
and you wish to become a citizen of the 
United States, how can you do it? Well, 
of course, it is quite a long process — tak- 
ing out naturalization papers, passing ex- 
aminations, and the rest of it — but the end 
and aim of it all is to find out if you will 
be a loyal citizen, if you will be true to 
this flag and this country. You must con- 
fess your faith in this country and her 
ideals, pledge allegiance to this flag and 
guarantee loyalty. That is a confession of 
faith, as citizens of the United States. 

It is something like this that Christ 
wants each of us to do for him. Whatever 
may have been our belief before, wherever 
our allegiance may have been placed, he 
wants us now to turn our backs on those 
things, confess our faith in him, pledge 
our allegiance to him, and take up his cross 
and follow him. 

We can be loyal American citizens only 
by obeying the laws of the country. We 
can be loyal Christians only by doing what- 
soever Christ commands us. Let us today 
pledge our allegiance to this Christian flag, 
and serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Monesto, Car 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


In the “Know.”—But whom say ye that 
I am? (Mark 8:29.) Your whole atti- 
tude toward anyone depends upon your 
knowing the who? and the what? of the 
person. In the case of Jesus Christ, your 
present life and the life to come, according 
to the Scriptures, depend upon your know- 
ing just exactly who He is. If you believe 
and say the Lord Jesus was a mere man 
and that “God was no more in Jesus than 
he was in my mother,” as a famous radio 
preacher is reported to have said, you will 
not be interested in missions across the 
sea, and down town. You will “have no 
use” for evangelistic effort and “this Sal- 
vation Army stuff.” There is not likely 
to be any hot coffee and fat sandwiches 
handed out to the jobless on your account. 

You don’t believe in missionaries “butting 
in” on other folks’ heathenism; and you 
don’t believe in “encouraging vagrancy.” 
Tom Noonan and his kind get no help 
from you. If, on the other hand, you be- 
lieve and confess with Peter, “Thou art 
the Christ,” you will be leading a life of 
usefulness and blessing, and the accompany- 
ing joy will be yours (John 15:11; Rom. 
Sree 


“Green Watermelons.”—He rebuked 
Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan 
(v. 33). Satan and all his gang are sky- 
scraper liars. Of all the “tall lying” in 
the world the Satanic crowd take all the 
prizes. Jesus says so, and if you have not 





If the candle were a Christian,and that 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


as yet found it out, never fear, you will. 
Peter, a little later! (John 8:44; Mark 
14: 67-71.) 

Here is a story you may not have in your 
collection: A Chinese philosopher would 
keep his son from the contaminations of 
the world. He built a high wall around 
his home, so that the boy could neither 
climb nor see over it. Within these con- 
fines the boy gave himself to raising olives. 
One day mischievous boys, curious to see 
and tease the imprisoned youth, brought 
ladders and climbed to the top of the wall. 
Then they lowered a huge green water- 
melon on a cord. They called to the olive 
raising boy, “Compare your puny olives 
with the sert of olives raised outside your 
wall.” That night the olive boy hanged 
himself from the branch of one of his olive 
trees, heartbroken at his apparent failure. 

Doing this very thing is one of the 
favorite tricks of the Devil. He is con- 
tinually showing us “green watermelons” 
and catling them “choice olives.” Every 
day men and women are suiciding because 
Satan fooled them with the green water- 
melon. “My life is a failure!” cries the 
victim, and out the disappointed life is 
snuffed. 

As Trustee I have just paid a fortune to 
a family whose head might have said, “I 
am a failure,” and died. It was a failure 
to all earthly eyes, but the man was no 
coward, and Satan could not fool him with 
a green watermelon. Over night his 
“olive” turned out to be the best ever. 

Satan seems to have had a pick on Peter. 
He has a pick on all of us. But the Lord 


> could speak 






ce ; 
Thou didst melt,mold, 
and make me,and gavest 
me a place to shine: now 


Tet me burn out 
for Thee!” 
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TO GIVE ITS LIGHT IT MUST NEEDS GIVE ITS LIFE 


 geesngars will 
come after me, 
ler him deny him- 
self, aad take up his 
cross, and follow 
me. For whosoever 
will save his life 
shall lose it; but 
whosoever shall lose 
his life for my sake 
and the gospel’s, the 
same shall save it?’ 
Mark 8:34, 35. a : 
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Jesus keeps his eye on us as he did on 
Peter, and Satan cannot have us (Luke 
22:31, 32). (1 don’t know who is re- 
sponsible for the green watermelon story 
or it would be credited.) 


To Live.—Whosoever will save his life 
shail lose it (v. 35). Sounds like a para- 
dox, but it really can be done if by “life” 
is meant those things a normal man or 
woman desire in the world. Remember 
that piece we used to speak about the New 
England skipper who to save his own ship 
and life sailed away from a sinking ship. 
As I remember the refrain of the poem it 
went like this, done with a long drawl on 
the r’s: 

Here’s to old Floyd Ireson 
Who, for his hard heart 
Was tar-r-r-ed and feathered 
And drawn in a Ca-r-r-rt 
By the women of Marblehead. 

Jesus was talking about the dangerous 
and sacrificial service ahead of Peter and 
the other disciples. Stephen was to die 
at the hands of Saul, and Paul was to die 
at the hands of Czsar. Can you name 
any men in the world’s history. who still 
live like these two? When you visit the 
beautiful city of Vienna they take you to 
see “St. Stephen’s,” and I used to have a 
Shaffer water color of its interior over my 
fireplace. My daughter now has it. 

Who in London does not see “St. 
Paul’s”? As for Uncle Stephens and Uncle 
Pauls, the city directory and telephone 
books swarm with them, both first and last 
names. The hospitals celebrate on May 12 
Florence Nightingale’s birthday. What 
other woman’s birthday is celebrated in all 
civilized nations? 

On city hall plaza in Philadelphia stands 
the bronze statue of John Wanamaker. 
There is not even a tablet in town to old 
Multi-Millions who left it all for the for- 
tune hunters. Hundreds of Sunday-schools 
all over the land stand for John Wana- 
maker. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Heart of the Lesson. Insuring my soul. 
1. A great question. 

2. How to insure my soul. 

3. How to be loyal to my Saviour. 


Have you ever held an icicle in your 
hand? How quickly it melts in your 
warm grasp, and the tighter you hold it, 
the quicker you lose it! Do you know 
the Lord Jesus tells us that is just what 
happens to us! The tighter Self holds my 
soul, which is the real little “I” inside me, 
the quicker the time comes when I will 
lose it; but if I give it to the Lord Jesus, 
he will keep it safe forever. 

Let us took at the great question the 
Lord Jesus asks in verses 36 and 37 of 
our lesson. When he asks a question we 
may be quite sure it is about something 
very important. Why, here he says our 
souls are of more value than the whole 
world. He says the world is passing away, 
but our souls will live forever and ever. 
Explain that this world will not last for- 
ever —only the new heavens and the new 
earth which the Lord will make when 
these are destroyed will last forever. 

A little girl once asked, “Father, is your 
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soul insured? I heard: Uncle Kenneth say 
you had everything else insured, but-he was 
afraid you would lose your soul.” Her 
question made the Father think, and he 
did insure his soul. “How did he do it?” 
do you ask? Why, he said, “Thank you,” 
to the dear Lord Jesus for dying in his 
place, and asked him to keep his soul safe 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 





WHAT SHALL IT PROF IT- 
A 19AN IF HE SH/LL GAIN 


TUE WHOLE WORLD AND 
Lose wWrs owr sove 2?” 
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forever. He accepted the Lord Jesus as 
his Saviour and so his soul was saved. 
Let us look up what Paul says in “2 
Timothy 1:12. Paul had put his soul 
into the Lord Jesus’ keeping, and he knew 
it was safe forever. Explain briefly that 
by “that day” Paul was -referring to the 
day when each: of us must appear before 
God.. Only the soul sheltered by the 
precious blood of the Lord Jesus will be 
saved in that day. Every soul can be saved, 
but God does not force anyone.. He leaves 
the choice with us. Press home. this_ point, 
and. Joshua 24: 15 — “Choose you this. day.” 
When we have given our souls into the 
safe-keeping of the Lord Jesus, then we 
must be loyal to him, and confess him to 
others. Read verses 27, 20, 34, 38. 
Perhaps some of you have seen an orna- 
ment made up of three little monkeys. One 
is covering his eyes with his hands, so that 
he should see no evil. Be careful, little 


* eyes, where you look! The second monkey 


is covering his ears, so that he should hear 
no evil. Be careful, little ears, what you 
hear! The third monkey-is covering his 
mouth so that he should speak no evil. 
Be careful, little mouth, that you never 
say anything that is disloyal to the Lord 
Jesus, and that you are always willing to 
confess, as Peter did, that he is “the 
Christ,” God’s dear Son, and your Saviour. 


Expression Work 
Write Philippians 4:8 on the blackboard, 


and discuss ways in which to be loyal to 
the Lord Jesus. 


York, Enc. 
ue 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: How Jesus measures the soul. 


Discussion: What are some of the things 
in gainful occupations which menace the 
soul’s welfare—and how can they be 
guarded? 


Objective: Arriving at relative values. 











e 
Little Jetts can be used, this 
week, with “Say, Fellows.” 


AY, fellows, an electron cannot be 

measured; it is so very small that its 
size must be determined by chemical re- 
actions. A story is told of a king who 
offered a captive spy his liberty if he 
would show how to determine the weight 
of an ember’s smoke. The spy gained his 
liberty by weighing first the unburned em- 
ber, then deducting the weight of the em- 
ber’s ashes, the remainder representing the 
weight of the vapor, or smoke. Today we 
look in upon the greatest piece of measur- 
ing that was ever done: it was when the 
Lord Jesus measured the value of the soul. 
Like the electron and the smoke, the soul 
cannot be put on scales and weighed, nor 
can it be measured with instruments. Its 
value can only be estimated by reactions 
and comparisons. This our Lord did when 
he asked, in Mark 8:36: “What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” 

Do you like to make money, fellows? 
It is no sin to make money honestly. But 
suppose you could make all the money there 
is in the world— so that you might gather 
to yourself the wealth of every nation and 
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lock it up in one gigantic vault and truly 
call it your own; if in the process of gain- 
ing all this money, you should lose your 
own soul, the Lord says you will have 
made a bad bargain. 

- Do you like music? That is no sin. But 
suppose you could learn to play perfectly 
upon all instruments; suppose you had a 
superb voice and could sing to the delight 
of all who heard, your own soul swelling 
with the joy of it; and suppose you could 
gather to yourself in one huge conservatory 
all the world’s best singers and orchestras, 
and there feast your music loving soul to 
the fill and overflowing; if in the gaining 
of this highest gratification in music you 
should lose your own soul, the Lord says 
you will have made a bad bargain. 

Do you like art? That is no sin. But 
suppose you could purchase all the great 
masterpieces of the world, both of paintings 
and of scuipture, and place them in your 
own mammoth art museum; and more than 
that, suppose you could take brush and 
chisel and yourself create pictures and 
statues more beautiful than had ever been 
done — until your art-loving soul was full 
to the brim with the thrill of it; if in the 
attainment of such wealth in art, you should 
lose your own soul, the Lord says you will 
have made a bad bargain. 

Wouid you gain political or professional 
fame in the world? That is no sin when 
gained fairly. But. suppose you could climb 
to the topmost round of the ladder of fame, 
where all the world would recognize your 
wisdom or skill-or prowess; if in reaching 
those dizzy heights you should lose your 
own soul, the Lord says you will have 
made a bad bargain. 

And to make one grand scoop, fellows, 
suppose your capacities for . enjoyment 
should include all those pursuits named, as 


- well as those others not named, and you 


should be able to gather up into your ex- 
periences all of everything that the. world 
has to offer—and even the world itself 
to wrap it in; if in the successful effort 
you should lose your own soul, the Lord 
says you will have made a bad bargain. 

That helps us to get some conception of 
the value of a soul. 

Then, as if to put the climaxing seal upon 
this vast valuation and to show you and me 
that he meant it all, and more, the Lord 
Jesus paid the price of his own precious 
blood upon the cross for the souls of men; 
which price, after all, is the mos: startling 
indication of the soul’s worth. 

Fellows, how are you guarding this thing 
of surpassing. value?. ~~ 


Greenszoro, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Mark’s story —as told him by Peter? — 
of (1) Peter’s confession of faith; (2) his 
Lord’s revelation of its meaning; and (3) 
Jesus’ rebuke to Peter. 











OW well Peter understood his. Lord 
—and how little! Hear him making 
his quick, open, loyal avowal to the Mes- 
siahship of his Master, proving his under- 
standing of the deep meaning of Jesus’ 


- person and mission —and then almost im- 
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mediately refusing to accept the Master’s 
teaching concerning the fulfillment of that 
mission! How like many of us! How 
very like youth, with its ready acceptance 
of great truth and yet its failure often 
to accept the implications of that truth. 
Your girls, like all others, doubtless often 
feel “misunderstood” themselves, yet they 
probably often misunderstand as completely 
as Peter did, so this lesson will appeal to 
them and help them — if prayerfully taught. 


(1) Now Peter may have been a gray- 
beard when he declared his belief in his 
Master as the Messiah —he probably was 
when he told Mark about that unforgettable 
scene — but Peter was ever young at heart 
and in speech and acticn. (Is this the 
Scripture foundation for the tradition that 
he. was the one of the Twelve who loved 
and appealed especially to children, even 
as a very old man?) Hear him—as Mark 
repeats his very words—the first to de- 
clare, “Thou art the Christ’ —a quick, 
positive, full confession of his own faith in 
the divine Messiahship of Jesus of Naz- 
areth. How youth loves such sweeping 
courage!, Such warm loyalty —.apparently 
ready to take his own stand upon all that 
declaration implied — wins our hearts, too, 
as we hear him, through Mark’s young 
ears and pen. 


(2) But when that Lord began to reveal 
what his. Messiahship involved — his own 
persecution, ‘sufferings, and death at the 
hands of his recognized enemies (How 
Peter must have hated those “chief priests 
and scribes,” always dogging his Master’s 
every step, nagging him with bitter dis- 
cussions, laying plots to involve him with 
the temple authorities and civil rulers!) — 
hear Peter presume to “rebuke him’! Ah, 
how little the disciple really understood his 
Lord! How little do we understand, even 
yet, after all has transpired according to 
his own word, spoken those months be- 
forehand! But let us not, like rash Peter, 
dare to “rebuke” him who is “the Christ.” 


(3) Hear, too, that loving Lord, who is 
all-gentle while all-fearless, “rebuke” this 
impulsive Peter, telling him the unwelcome 
truth that his stand was on Satan’s side, 
rather than God’s. “Do you think He ne’er 
reproves me? What a false friend He 
would be if He never, never told me of 
the sins which He must see,” sang a young 
Indian Christian girl of this same Lord 
and Saviour, who is still the only Saviour 
for your girls, 


Home Study 


Read, as your own message, Mark 8: 
34-38. Memorize every word. 


Decatur, Ga. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee that thou hast set before us 
an unmistakable lessoz of light and life, the 
privilege and glory of self-denial. May we 
ever, as the great apostle Paul, say with un- 
troubled assurance, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved,” and thus knowing may we commit 
our lives to thee with glad abandon. May we 
take up our cross as the mark of our denial 
of self and follow thee, not with laggard foot- 
steps or with secret misgivings, but with the 
freedom of those who are in glorious bondage 
to thyself. Help us to be loyal and faithful 
wherever. thou hast placed us in life, and may 
we show that we are thy: followers by doing 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
4 


that which thou dost command us. This we 
ask in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Would you really 
like to follow the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Would you like to know his will every 
day for yufir life, and do that will no mat- 
ter how hard it might seem at the time? 


His Fae?’ 


WHICH AM 1? 














There are three requirements in the Golden 
Text for this lesson. Shall we say the text 
over together? ““Whosoever will come after 
mie, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and: follow: me” (Mark 8:34). Yes, 


if anyone will follow the Lord Jesus, he 


says, “let him deny himself,” that is, put 
himself out of account; then “take up his 
cross,” which is the sign of life laid down; 
then, just “follow.” If we are trusting 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we 
don’t want to thrust self in between. We 
must give over our lives to him in full 
surrender, and of course then we must’ fol- 
low him in whatever he is commanding and 
whatever he may yet: command us to do. 
We are either his friends or else we are 
not. The test is in obedience. What wiil you 
do about it? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for April 9) 

1. He compared the two miracles (Mark 8: 
14-21) and used the first of them as the basis 
. sus his longest public discourses (John 

: 22-65). 


2, The ‘only previous record of Christ's, 
definitely declaring his Messiahship, was to the 
Samaritan woman (John 4: 26). 


3. The Holy Spirit. 
4. No, They were mistaken in not recog- 


nizing that suffering must come first, then 
the glory; first the cross, then the crown. 


5. The stern rebuke of sin must have been 
a part of the preaching of Jesus, the “meek 
and mild,” if he could thus be likened to 
Elijah and John the Baptist, , 

6. In the preceding words Jesus has been 
speaking only to his chosen disciples, con- 
cerning his own sufferings and death: then 
(v. 34) he calls to him the multitudes and 
speaks openly to them all concerning the only 


standard of the surrendered life for all who 
would follow him. 


7. Only God could make atonement for sin, 
and so Christ bore the cross alone; but we 
enter into that death when we take him as 


Saviour, and then we share his sufferings and 
humiliation. 


8. Only a very small part of the world can 
be gained, but all of the soul can be lost. 
9. Nothing. 


ro. Was not “Ashamed of Jesus” suggested 
by these words of our Saviour’s? 


wg 


Earl Granville, who was a prominent 
figure in British politics in the latter half 
of Queen Victoria’s reign, once asked the 
Countess Cairns (wife of Earl Cairns, then 
Lord Chancellor), “Can you tell me how it 
is that no matter what business is on, no 
matter how he may be pressed, your hus- 
band always comes down to the House [of 
Lords] so quizily and so full of vigor and 
power?” “Oh, yes,” Lady Cairns replied, 
“I can tell you; he always spends a time 
alone with his God before he goes into the 
House.”—From the Keswick Calendar. 
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[ Children at Home 


April Fool! 


Based on fact 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


[* WAS April first and Leona was having 
the time of her life. She was spending 
the day with Uncle Charlie and Aunt Anna, 
and since it was Saturday, there wasn’t 
any school, so she had plenty of time to 
think up all sorts of funny jokes. 

First, she took an egg, made a tiny hole 
in one. end and shook out all the inside. 
Into the empty ‘shell she poured salt, all 
it would hold, and stopped the hole with 
flesh-colored court plaster. It was as heavy 
as a real egg and looked just like the 
others that had been boiled for dinner. 

Next, she emptied the sugar bowl and 
filled it with salt, too. There was blanc 
mange for dessert, and this Leona’ spooned 
out into all sorts of odd dishes,— Aunt 
Anna’s into a little platter, her own into 
a pitcher, and Uncle Charlie’s into a long- 
necked vase. Oh, wasn’t it going to be fun 
to see him try to eat it?. 

But somehow it wasn’t so much fun after 
all. Uncle Charlie was growing old, with 
white hair and eyes that did not see as well 
as they used to. He never noticed about 
the sugar and put a heaping spoonful -of 
salt into his tea, then began at once to 
drink it. Of course he made a very wry 
face. 

“April Fool!” cried Leona. 

Then Aunt Anna had to jump up, carry 
out the tea, and bring him a fresh cup. 
Uncle Charlie didn’t notice about the eggs 
either, and taking the one nearest him, he 
cut it right in two on top of his mashed 
potato. How Leona laughed as she April- 
Fooled him then, while the salt poured out 
over everything. Even Aunt Anna smiled 
as she reached for a clean plate and helped 
him to more potato. 

But Leona remembered suddenly that 
these were not rich people, — indeed, she 
had heard Mother say they were troubled 
sometimes to make ends meet. It. prob- 
ably didn’t make them feel very happy to 
have to throw away a plate of good potato. 

Leona brought in the dessert herself. But 
Uncle Charlie owned neither chopsticks nor 
a stork’s bill, and he could not possibly eat 
his blanc mange from a vase. So Aunt 





Anna had to jump up again and bring in a’ 


dessert dish for it to be poured into. Aunt 
Anna looked tired, too. 

Now Leona didn’t mean to be unkind at 
all. She was a Christian child, —oh, yes, 
she had given her heart to the Lord Jesus 
some time before this — but she just forgot 
some of the things his Word tells us to do 
—such as the Golden Rule, you know, and 
“Be ye kind one to another.” 

But the Lord Jesus knew, even when he 
was here on earth, that Leona would for- 
get his Word sometimes, and that you and 
I might forget it, too. So he sent the 
Holy Spirit on purpose to remind us. It 
must have been God’s Spirit who whispered 
néw to Leona that this wasn’t the right 
kind of April-Fooling at all. Then she be- 
gan to wonder what was the right kind. 

For a whole hour she thought about it; 
and then, after Aunt Anna had gone out 
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to do her over-Sunday shopping, suddenly 
a bright new idea popped into her head. 
God has not only promised to remind us 
of the Lord’s commands, but also to show 
us how to obey them. 

Then Leona went to work, and work she 
did, fast and furiously. Just as Aunt Anna 
turned into the yard, she straightened her 
tired little back and slipped out into the 
dining room. 

“Tired, Auntie?” she asked pleasantly. 
“Let me put away the groceries for you.” 

“All right, Leona, I wish you would, for 
I do feel sort of tuckered out today,” and 
Aunt Anna mopped her warm forehead 
with a sigh. “I was intending to pull the 
tacks from that front room carpet this 
afternoon, so I could begin house cleaning 
there Monday, but I don’t feel much like 
going at it now.” 

But after an hour’s resting in her din- 
ing room rocker, she felt better, and sent 
Leona for the tack puller. Leona brought 
it, and the screw driver also. “Sha’n’t I 
help you, Auntie?” she offered sweetly. 

“Oh, your fingers aren’t stout enough 
for that. job,” declared Aunt Anna, as she 
rose heavily and started for the big front 
room, 

It was an old-fashioned place, and its 
floor was covered from wall to wall with 
tan-brown carpet patterned all over with 
red roses. Every spring the tacks had 
to come up so the carpet could be carried 
out and hung on the clothes line, there to 
be beaten as long as possible by Uncle 
Charlie. That was his part; the tack pull- 
ing was Aunt Anna’s, and with a tired 
sigh, she went over to the ‘south corner, 
got down on her knees, and started in. 

But where were the tacks? With a 
strange expression on her kind old face, 
she lifted the edge of the carpet. It came 
right up off the floor all along the side. 

‘“April Fool!” shouted Leona as she 
capered about the room like a young colt. 
“April Fool!” Oh, wasn’t this the best 
joke though? 

“Are they all out?” asked Aunt Anna, as 
with a very pleased smile, she rose and 
went over to look on the other side df the 
room. 

“Every tack of them,” declared Leona. 

“Well, you’re the greatest girl I ever did 
see, and your April-Fooling is worth some- 
thing after all.” 

Leona laughed happily. “Next year,” she 
promised, “I’m going to think up some nice 
way like that to fool Uncle Charlie — you 
just wait and see!” 


Toxyo, JAPAN. 








How Should Christians Draw Their 
Wills in View of the Lord's R sturn ? 




















(Concluded from page 210) 


we not expect that, after this event, there 
will be a scramble for church property as 
well as for the property of individuals 
who have been taken away? Who will 
obtain it—the State, or some design- 
ing group or groups of people? Will it 
make any difference where it goes? It is 
my feeling that those who look for Christ's 
coming should plan just as carefully for 
the disposal of. their property in case of 
their rapture, when he appears, as_ they 
would plan to dispose of it by uest to 
loved ones after their death. Therefore I 
-would like-to have your opinion about this: 
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Should we, in the. event of the rapture of 
the Church, draw a will.so that our hold- 
ings would go to the orthodox Jews. or. the 
Zionist Movement ?—An Illinois reader. 
Questions of this sort are being. asked 
more and more by thoughtful Christian 
people. If it is not foolish, but obviously 
sensible, for Christian people to plan be- 
forehand by carefully drawn wills for the 
distribution of their property in the event 
of their death, why is it not equally sensible, 
as the Illinois inquirer suggests, to plan 
for the disposition of property in the event 
of the “rapture” or translation of the 
church? For as death is certain for some, 
translation without death is equally cer- 
tain for some. The Lord is coming again, 
and his coming will be “in such an hour 
as ye think not” (Matt. 24: 44), — there- 
fore it may be today: certainly it will be 
unexpected. Mr. H. C. Hunt, Field Secre- 
tary of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
is a Christian business man who has had 
large experience in financial matters and 
the drawing of wills; he is often asked such 
questions as are given in these two letters 
from Times readers, and he has written, 
at the request of the Editor, an article that 
will be published in next week’s Easter 
Number of THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES — 
unless the Lord comes before then! The 
article is entitled, “How Should Christians 
Draw Their Wills in View of the Lord’s 
Return?” and gives something of Mr. 
Hunt’s thoughtful study of. this subject, 
with practical suggestions with actual 
clauses that have been inserted in wills of 
Christian people in view of the Lord’s re- 
turn, Meantime the following extracts 
from a letter written by Mr. Hunt to an 
inquirer will be read with interest: 

“You have asked a question that no one 
on earth can answer: What is to become 
of the property of earnest Christian people 
after the rapture? I am safe in saying 
that we have to leave some things to the 
Lord, and this is one of them. If we 
should be dogmatic about it, we should 
only be going beyond ‘what is written,’ 
and this is always dangerous. 

“However, in discussing the matter with 
Bible-taught, spiritual-minded Christians, 
various theories have been advanced which 
are at least interesting. 

“One thing that might happen after the 
rapture takes place is that those who have 
heard about it for years, but have looked 
upon it as an idle dream, would at once 
head for places such as the Bible Institutes, 
and other institutions where the testimony 
was always strong on the Second Coming, 
and there they would look into the records, 
not only to find out, if they could, how this 
wonderful event had taken place, but more 
particularly to see what the future prospects 
were for themselves. Such action would 
probably result in people who were awak- 
ened in this way forming committees or 
organizations, and setting up work in these 
same buildings. 

“One of our eminent  premillennial 
friends has made an orthodox Jew his 
executor, instructing him to use his estate 
for the evangelization of the Jewish people. 

“IT have: written several wills in which 
we attempted to conserve the estates of 
earnest Christians for this same purpose. 
We must not forget that Christian institu- 
tions that are legally incorporated will still 
be .on the books of the State after the rap- 
ture, so that there will be a semblance of 
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things being held together, and there will 
be something at least calling for evangel- 
istic effort. 

“I suppose, after all,. it all comes back 
to this: Not having received definite in- 
structions through the Bible, we, as born- 
again Christians, can only do the best we 
can, with the little light we have and the 
common sense that God has given us. 

“Some friends of ours put an open Bible 
every night on the library table in their 
front room, opened at 1 Thessalonians 4: 
13-18, which portion of Scripture is marked, 
and also a copy of a leaflet on the Lord’s 
return,” 

we 


Christ in a Canadian University 
(Continued from page 212) 


started. These unions met once a week 
for prayer and Bible study, the meetings 
being led by members of the committee. 
When Mr. Palmer returned for the week’s 
mission in April,’ about a dozen high school 
groups had been organized into the Inter- 
Schools Christian Fellowship of Canada. 
There are at the present time at least 
twenty-six unions in British Columbia, and 
several in Toronto. As the work expanded 
it began to demand altogether too much 
time from the undergraduate members of 
the committee, so it is now carried on en- 
tirely by graduates and Christian workers. 

Unfortunately, because of lack of funds, 
Mr. Palmer was unable to come west last 
session. I believe it is important for ear- 
nest Christians today to see to it that every 
effort financial and spiritual is made to 
enable the work in our universities to go 
forward. The need is very, very great. 
It is impossible for the students to finance 
the work themselves. Mr. Palmer’s mis- 
sion of 1931 was only possible because of 
the sacrificial giving of six of the Univer- 
sity students. Literature is needed for both 
the Inter-Varsity and Inter-Schools Chris- 
tian Fellowships. Funds could scarce be 
given to a more needy, necessary, and profit- 
able work than that of preaching the Gos- 
pel in our universities. Miss Belva G. 
Atkinson, 5475 Angus Drive, Vancouver, 
B. C., Can., is treasurer of the Ex-Varsity 
Christian Union. She will be glad to an- 
swer inquiries, or to receive and distribute 
gifts designated for the Varsity Christian 
Union, the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship of Canada, or the Inter-Schools Chris- 
tian Fellowship. 

Underneath the narrative of facts of the 
history of the Varsity Christian Union can 
be traced the steady, silent, working of the 
Holy Spirit. Young men and women who 
have entered the University, immature in 
Christian experience, and practically without 
training in contending for the faith, have, 
instead of being overcome with doubts and 
theories, been built up into rugged soldiers, 
glorying in the cross of Christ. Not only 
has the Union been the means of bringing 
many students to a saving knowledge of 
the Lord, but, in the midst of storm and 
attack, it has provided a fellowship the like 
of which those participating had never ex- 
perienced before. Further it has deter- 
mined for many their careers, and strength- 
ened the resolve of others who had already 
decided to give their lives in service for the 
King. Among these are now three or- 
dained ministers, a missionary who while 
on furlough attended the University and 
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Spring is 
coming north 


in. spite of the depression. Robins 
and blackbirds have come back to 
Philadelphia. Lawns will soon be 
spangled with crocuses, and magnolia 
trees will burst into color. These 
signs are a promise of new life, and 
a reminder of the: resurrection of 
Christ, which is the central truth of 
- the -Easter season. - 


The Sunday School Times is 
lanning an espécially strong 
Canter Number this year. It will 
be next week’s issue. 


- The leading front page editorial 
is entitled, ““The Broken Gate — the 
: Resurrection Triumph.” 


Fifteen years ago the Times pub- 
: jished a remarkable article called, 
“The Big Electric Crane’s Easter 
Sermon.” The Editors have received 


many. requests to reprint the article, © 


and it is now to be published in the 
Easter Number. A more complete 
description of it will be found on 
the second page of this issue. 


A member of the staff of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles will discuss 
an unusual and interesting subject 
upon which he has frequently been 
consulted by puzzled people. He will 
answer the question, “‘How Should 
Christians Draw Their Wills in 
View of the Lord’s Return?” A\l- 
- though this may seem at first an 
unimportant question, yet it is bound 
to arouse interest, and the writer 
deals with it in a practical way, even 
giving examples of wills. _For fur- 
ther details see the preceding page. 


- It seems appropriate that in the 
Easter Number there should also be 
a description, written by Mr. Philip 
E. Howard, President of The Sun- 
day School Times Company, entitled 
“Home-Coming at America’s Kes- 
wick.” It tells of a reunion of 
Colony men at the Keswick Colony 
of Mercy in New Jersey. Keswick 
is well known to. Tres readers, 
where hundreds of them have 
attended summer conferences, and 
where hundreds of men have been 
brought out of a life of drunkenness 
and sin to a new life in Christ Jesus. 
In the month of May the men come 
back to the place of their new birth 
for a few days of rest and meetings 
together, and Mr. Howard draws a 
vivid picture of such a reunion. 


There will also be a musical set- 
ting for the Golden Text of the 
Easter Sunday-school lesson, by the 
well-known composer and pianist 
Robert Harkness. 


If you are an advertiser, why not 
consider next week’s issue? 


A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription to the Times, begin- 
ning with the Easter Number, may 
be had for 25 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. Thirteenth St, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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through contact with the Varsity Christian 
Union was restored to an evangelical posi- 
tion before she returned to the field; three 
or four young women in service in Canada; 
a young man who last year decided to enter 
the ministry, and six others who are pre- 
paring for the mission field, two of these 
for medical missions. One of these young 
men came into contact with a member of 
the Union in a chemical laboratory where 
they worked side by side. A tract was 
passed one afternoon across the tea table, 
and shortly after the young student attended 
one of the dinner meetings. After a dis- 
cussion remarkable for its lucidity and 
directness, the young visitor came right 
out, and from that day took increasing in- 
terest in the work till -he is now remem- 
bered as one of the group’s finest members. 

So the work goes on. A terrific battle 
—a wonderful fellowship —a glorious vic- 
tory! Such a work presents a chalienge 
to every one born of the Spirit to pray that 
effectual fervent prayer for the young men 
and- women who are witnessing for Christ 
in that hardest of centers, — the University. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 





The Young People’s 
rayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


























Apr. 16. “If a Man Die, Shall He Live Again?” 
Job 14: 1-14. (Easter.) 

Apr. 23. Problems about Prayer. Matt. 5 : 6- 
13; Mark 11 : 20-26. 

Apr. 30. Stories Jesus Told. Matt. 21 : 28-32; 
22 : I-10. 


Sunday, April 9 


What Deciding for Christ Means 
(Matt. 16 : 24, 25) 





Men.—Determination to follow Christ (Luke 
9 : $7-62). 

Tues.—Choose your Master (Matt. 6: 24). 

Wed.—Learning of Christ (Matt. 11 : 28-32). 

Thurs.—We become children of God (John 
I 2 11-13). 

Fri.—Following -Christ (John -8 : 12). 

Sat.—Serving Christ (John 12: 26). 











What keeps people from deciding for Christ? 

Why. should decision not be delayed? 

How can we keep our decision always fresh 
in mind? 

WILBUR CHAPMAN, D.D., the 

e well-known evangelist, once said: “In 
an audience of five thousand people in 
a Western city, I asked all who had ac- 
cepted Christ between the ages of ten and 
twenty to rise, and it seemed as if the 
entire audience was standing. When those 
who had come between the ages of twenty 
and thirty were asked to stand, the number 
was greatly diminished, not more than four 
hundred being on their feet. When the 
ages were changed to between forty and 
fifty, there were not more than a hundred 
standing, and when it was suggested that 
all who had accepted Christ between the 
ages of fifty and zixty should stand, there 
were only four in five thousand who stood 
to make such confession. 

“I am aware that this may not have been 
an exact test, for all may not have perfectly 
understood the call. -But it can be proved 
by the statistics of the church that the 
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majority of people come to Christ before 
the age of twenty, and if they do not come 
at this time the chances begin to run might- 
ily against them,” 


But what is it that keeps people from 
deciding for Christ, asks one of our topic 
questions. In our Lord’s day there were 
several things that kept men from him, and 
they are much the same today. You re- 
member that the rich young ruler turned 
away from the Lord Jesus because he was 
asked to go and sell all his goods and 
give to the poor. He wanted his posses- 
sions more than he wanted Christ. 

There, were some, you will remember, 
who. did not follow because - of . pressing 
duties. One wanted to go and bury his 
father. Another wished to have opportunity 
to go and say good-by to his friends. The 
Lord Jesus showed both of these that if 
they were not willing to follow him without 
question and at once, their love for him 
was not the kind that would stand the test. 

There were still others who would not 
follow Christ because they were jealous of 
him and hated him.. They said openly, 
“We will not have this man to rule over 
us.” 

oe 


All of these reasons for not following the 
Lord Jesus may be summed up under one 
heading when we look at our Scripture 
verses. The conditions that the Lord Jesus 
himself laid down for his followers were 
denial of self and the taking up of the 
cross. Let us not be misled in thinking 
that denial of self mentioned here is merely 
self-denial. The Lord Jesus asks us to.deny 
self, — self-plans, self-ambitions, self at the 
helm of our lives. In other words, to rec- 
ognize and obey a new master in everything 
that concerns us. The taking up of the 
cross speaks not of bearing some great 
trial or affliction. It speaks of death, — 
death of self and all that is connected with 
it and life that looks only to the Lord 
Jesus for its direction and sustenance and 
power. 

+ 4 


But, perhaps some of us are saying, is 
it not well enough to make such a decision 
as this after we have seen something of 
life and are ready to settle down? . Such 
a thought is one of the Devil’s great snares. 
He would have young people think that 
a life yielded to the Lord Jesus Christ is 
one that is going to miss some of the good 
things in life. He tells us that with Christ 
in control we are going to be hampered 
and deprived of certain experiences and as- 
sociations that are most worth while. Can 
we not believe the words of the Lord Jesus 
when he said, “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly”? (John 10:10.) “No good 
thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly” (Psa. 84:11). We cannot truly 
know life apart from the Lord Jesus. The 
tinsel and few baubles that Satan may 
throw in our way to dazzle our eyes will 
soon enough tarnish in our hands. 


Then there is also the great reason that 
none of us knows at what moment our lives 
may be snuffed out. This life is the one 
great opportunity we have for accepting 
the Lord Jesus. What fools we are to 
trifle or delay for a moment, on the chance 
that there may be another opportunity. It 
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is true there may be. But it is likewise 
bitterly true in thousands of instances that 
there may be no other chance to accept 
him. 

What decision have you made concerning 
Christ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Foliowing the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
April 3 to 9 

Mon.—Mark & : 27-30. Jesus Requires Confession. 

Prayer SucGcestions: How perfectly 
practical is our Lord Jesus! Sentimental- 
ism does not satisfy him. He wants the 
actuality of vital, living faith. A spiritual 
apprehension of Christ must ever take the 
form of a public confession. Has the 
reader made such a confession? Pray for 
the Sudan Interior Mission. Remember 
the sixty million or more to whom they 
minister, who had not heard the Gospel in 
1892. 








Free From Pimples. 
What A Relief! 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
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Christian Youth is published weekly at 
the following rates, payable in advance, in 
the United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
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Tues.—Mark 8:31 to 9:1, . 
; Jesus Requires Loyalty. 
Prayer Succestions: Loyalty .to the 
utterances of Christ is the disciples’ funda- 
mental necessity. Peter began, but did not 
finish his rebuke. Moderns are trying to 
“correct” Christ today. Any man who 
gainsays Christ “savourest not of the things 
that be of God.” Pray for the 175 mis- 
sionaries now actively engaged in witness- 
ing for Christ on the field under the Sudan 
Interior Mission. 


Wed.—John 3 : 25-36. The Baptist’s Confession. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: John’s testimony 
discloses his deep spiritual -perception of 
Christ as the Bridegroom, and of his own 
position as that of being merely the friend 
of the Bridegroom. Christ as the Bride- 
groom <nust increase, while John, “the 
friend of the Bridegroom” must decrease. 
He confessed the Bridegroom’s heavenli- 
ness, while admitting his own earthliness. 
Pray for the work of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, especially as they seek to evan- 
gelize the. untouched regions of Nigeria, 
French Sudan, Abyssinia, and the Somali- 
lands. 


Thurs.—Acts 20:17-27. Paul’s Loyalty. 

Prayer SuGcestions: The consciences of 
those to whom the apostle Paul ministered 
testified to the godliness of his life and to 
the Christ-devoted character of his labors, 
The spiritual, mental, emotional, and prac- 
tical features of his life combined to rein- 
force Christian testimony. His ministry is 
a pattern for all evangelical ministers. Pray 
for those who are being taught the various 
dialects of. the. eighteen tribes to whom the 
Sudan Interior Mission ministers in order 
that they may preach the Gospel to the 
natives. 


Fri.—John 15: 1-15. Friendship with Jesus. 

Prayer SuGcestTions: In the Old Tes- 
tament, God called Abraham‘his “friend,” 
but in the New Testament Jesus calls all 
his own followers “my friends.” What was 
singular in the Old becomes common to all 
the people of God in the New. One of the 
marvels of grace is that he desires our 
friendship. Pray for the workers and native 
Christians in the thirty-eight stations now 
in enn under the Sudan-Interior Mis- 
sion. 


Sat.—Revelation 7 : 9-17. The Final Reward. 
Prayer SucGcestions: God’s people are 
rewarded here and hereafter. Experience 
of tribulation endured by God’s people in 
this world for Jesus’ sake (who also suffered 
here) will be exchanged for eternal bliss 
in God’s appointed time. God will wipe 
away all tears from the eyes of his own. 
Pray for the councils of the work of the 
Sudan Interior Mission — the various coun- 
cils being located in Canada, United States, 
England, Australia, and New Zealand. 


Sun.—Romans 8 : 31-38. The Supreme Loyalty. 

Prayer Succestions: His loyalty is not 
capricious. Ours fluctuates, but his is ever 
the same. It is based upon the new cove- 
nant of grace entered into in the council 
of the godhead. “My soul through many 
changes goes, His love no variation knows.” 
Pray for those who have the official care 
of the Sudan Interior Mission, that they 
may be given the wisdom and guidance of 
God. The Mission is conducted on a faith 
basis and has offices at 296 Garfield Place, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and 366 Bay Street, To- 
ronto, Ontario, Can. 
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Samples of 16- services free to Pastor, Fegerene- 
ent or cpa mittee. These only are F; 
Easter Helper No. 19—25 cents seach — 133 selec- 
FE songs, etc. Not sent for 
other forms of Dramatic Presentations 
— Bt for epamipanon. 
Gloria te Excelsls now ready. New Hy mn ang Song 
. Book hools. A for Parti — People. 
Complete in every detail. Revives interest, increases 
attendance. Send for examination copy. 


HALL~ MACK CO., 2ist & Arch Steets, Philadelphia, Pa. 





** Opposite the Grand Central Station ™ 


MURRAY HILL HOTEL 
Park Ave. 40th to 41st Sts. 


NEW YORK 


A delightful, distinctive hotel appeal- 

ing to conservative people .. . where 

a true personal interest is shown in 

your patronage. 
commodious rooms that 

range from $2 per day. 

Ideally Suited 

Sienna Bekeol Tents Mendee 








A Whole Year for $1.00 
mE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure ! 
az Write for pg ee la satrodpstory Prices 
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The Sixteenth 
Fundamentals Convention 


HICAGO will attract thousands of 

evangelical Christians from the four 
corners of the earth this summer, as it is 
to be the scene of the Sixteenth Annual 
Convention of the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentals Association as well as the Cen- 
tury of Progress Exposition, or World’s 
Fair. 

The Fundamentals Convention will be 
held in the Moody Memcrial Church, June 
25 to July 2. 

Fundamentalists will be afforded the op- 
portunity of attending a great convention 
and a great fair simultaneously, as the 
Century of Progress Exposition will be in 
full swing when the Fundamentals con- 
clave opens. 

Chicago, one of the greatest strongholds 
of Fundamentalism and Evangelism under 
normal circumstances, will become the cen- 
ter of Christian activity this summer when 
evangelical leaders from all parts of the 
world come together. 

Fundamentalists are urged to mark this 
date on their calendars and to pray very 
definitely for the Convention and, if pos- 
sible, to attend. Bible teachers, pastors, 
evangelists, and other Christian leaders 
who plan to attend should communicate 
with the President of the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association, Dr. Paul 
W. Rood, Turlock, Cal. 

Dr. Rood has recently conducted an evan- 
gelistic campaign in Chicago and reports 
that revival fires are already burning. Let 
us pray that the Fundamentals Convention 
may be a revival that shall be world-wide 
in its influence. 
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Will you get 


Cash or Sympathy 


ACCIDENT or SICKNESS? 


You can now 
protect your- 
self and 
family 
under a lim- 
ited coverage 
policy— 


Read This News Item 








New Form of Insurance 
Sweeps Country! 


Stated Accidents and Sickness 
Covered —Cest only 
$10 a Year 


Newark, N. J.—A newt ype of limited 
protection covering both Sickness and 
Accidents at a cost of less than 3 cents a 
day has been announced by the North 
American Accident Insurance Company 
with offices at 420 Wallach Building, 
Newark, New Jersey. 

Men and women between the ages of 
16 and zo are eligible. No medical exami- 
nation is required. The sum of $10,000 
is paid for stated accideatal death, $10,000 
for loss of hands, feet or eyesight, and 
$25.00 weekly benefit for stated acci- 
dents or sickness. Doctor's Bills, Hos- 
pital Renefit, Emergency Benefit, and 
other liberal features to Fe in time of 
need — all clearly shown in policy. 

Free booklet entitled ** Cash or Sym- 
pathy,” explains this amazing $10.00°a 
year policy. Write for your FREE 
copy today to the North American Acci- 
dent Insurance Co., 420 Wallach Build- 
ing, Newark, N. J. 








A sudden accident! A sudden sickness ! 
Can you say neither wifl happen to you? 


in the event of 





Today Happiness—Tomorrow What ? 


For less than 3c a day you can -pre-. 


tect these mear and dear te you! 


UPPOSE you meet with an accident or sick- 
ness tonight— will your income continue? 
Remember few escape without accident— and 
none of us can tell what tomorrow holds for us. 
While you are reading this warning, somewhere 
some ghastly tragedy, flood or fire, some auto- 
mobile or train disaster is taking its toll of human 
life or limb. 


Now Is the Time to Protect Yourself! 


If you suddenly became ill—would your in- 
come stop? What if you suffered from lobar 
pneumonia, an appendicitis operation, or any of 
the many common ills which are covered in this 
unusual policy ; wouldn’t you rest easier and con- 
valesce more quickly if you knew that our com- 
pany stood ready to help lift from your shoulders 
the distressing financial burdens in case of a per- 
sonal tragedy? Protect yourself Now ! 


OVER $18,600,000 IN CLAIMS PAID 





for only 


*10 


a year 


p——Seme of the features—— 


of this policy 


Ne Medical Examination 
$10 A Yeur Entire Cost 


Ne Dues No Assessments 
MEN AND WOMEN 
16 to 70 Years Accepted 


$10,000 
Principal Sum 
$10,000 

Less of hands, feet or eyesight 


$25 Weekly Benefits 
for stated accidents and 
sickness 


Doctor’s Bills, Hospital Benefits, Emer- 
gency Benefit and other liberal! features 
to help in time of need —all clearly shown 
in policy. 

This is a simple and understandable 
policy — without complicated or mislead- 
ing clauses. You know exactly what 
every word means —and every word 
means exactly what it says. 
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MAIL COUPON TODAY: 
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Then‘don't delay aiother day. FOR YOUR COPY OF OUR FREE 800 


Protect yourself by insuring in 








the largest and oldest exclusive accident insurance Company in 66 99 ae. O 
America. Send the coupon NOW for complete information about Cash or Sympathy = 2° 
our new limited $10,000 Accident and Sickness Policy. Peas ee cee seeseanen ses a cesses assesssanse=4 30 sae o 
. 
Under Direct Supervision of 48 State Insurance Departments a i American Accident Insurance Co. 2 pis gd 
Largest and Oldest ‘Exclusive Health and Accident Se Rees, Sewer, Hae Sesser 5 euc 
Insurance Company in America - GENTLEMEN: At no cost to me send copy of your FREE booklet g os>r 
g ‘‘Cash or Sympathy.’’ 8s =e - 
ESTABLISHED OVER 46 YEARS é . oi ~ 
i MEMO G6 on ce. vé~ 5 4 = 61RD SE bUeLIe BR AL due aa gh eS oes ¢ 
NORTH AMERICAN ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. cutice ! brs 5 oS 
: PONE. GS eae 6 Pe ee es eS Bree Oe eth ee ee a 
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